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Pogrom Atmosphere 


THE AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE HELD A 
mass meeting in Manhattan on April 
23. What the meeting was like inside 
the hall I don’t know. When I got 
there quite early in the evening, the 
hall was already packed and a mob of 
many thousands filled the street out- 
side. 

On the day preceding the meeting 
there were reports that Nazi Bund men, 
Christian Fronters, Joe McWilliams’ 
gangs and others of their kind post- 
poned their own meetings to come to 
the Lindbergh “America First” rally. 
On the street in front of the hall it 
was plentifully evident that they were 
there in a body. 

The mob came to the hall arrogant 
and sure of a Nazi victory, and a 
typical pogrom atmosphere was to be 
felt. One could easily discern the or- 
ganized gangs in groups of about ten 
scattered through the crowd. Standing 
together, tough visaged and aching for 
trouble they imparted to the gathering 
a tenseness like that preceding a 
storm. But the crowd was. overwhelm- 
ingly of their own kind and so there 
was not much opportunity. Their re- 
marks were provocative, but there was 
no one to take up their challenge. The 
venders of Social Justice threatened 
persons who looked like Jews: “Hey, 
you, don’t you dare look at this paper 
like this,” but these were apparently 
Italians. A small group of pickets 
came up with signs. There was a cry: 
“Rush them!” The organized gangs at- 
tacked sweeping a part of the crowd 
with them and in a second the pickets’ 
signs were torn, the pickets themselves 
were punched in the face and dis- 
persed. 

A day of good news for Germany 
caused the pogrom mood on 34th 
Street. Is there any lesson in this for 
us for the future? 


Protest 

THE JEWISH PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE, A 
communist transmission belt among 
Jews, has taken a mailman’s holiday 
this month. For a day they stopped 
defending Jews from the toils of Brit- 
ish imperialism and went to the Ger- 
man consulate to protest. What do 
you suppose they protested? The ex- 
pulsion of tens of thousands of Ger- 
man Jews to France on half an hour’s 
notice? The establishment of a Jewish 
reservation in Lublin? Or perhaps 
they came to voice a general expression 
of bitterness against Nazi bestiality? 
No. When communist sympathizers 
take a day off from fighting British- 
American imperialism, they devote 
their time to better causes. They de- 
manded the release of Ernest Thael- 
mann, past leader of the Communist 
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Party in Germany, who was impris- 
oned many years before the Moscow- 
Berlin pact. This is the only matter 
that robs the communist Jewish Peo- 
ple’s Committee of its sleep these 
days. Other worries in connection with 
Nazi Germany it has none. The 
Gestapo is, indeed, unfair. Now. that 
there is understanding in Berlin for 
Moscow’s “peace policy,” why not re- 
lease Thaelmann and let the gentlemen 
of the J. P. C. follow the course ap- 
pointed for them without unnecessary 
diversions ? 


Our Territory 


IN A LETTER FROM RUSSIA A 65 YEAR 
old Jewish man writes: “My son is 
now stationed in our territory that 
was taken from wus by strangers 
twenty years ago.” (He concludes 
with a request that clothes be sent be- 
cause there is a shortage.) The terri- 
tory referred to is Latvia. 

I know the history of the man. 
Twenty one years ago he lived in the 


Ukraine. Another son of his and a 
brother were then killed in pogroms, a 
daughter was raped. He was frantic- 
ally trying to leave Russia and go to 
America. He hardly (if at all) knew 
what or where Latvia was. Unsuccess- 
ful in his attempt to reach America, 
he and his remaining family suffered 
starvation for years as members of the 
declassed merchant group. Now he has 
suddenly gained the proud realization 
that Latvia was his territory, stolen 
from him personally by strangers. The 
only missing item—now that his ter- 
ritories were returned to him—is a 
bundle of clothes to wear. 

It is hard to comprehend. Is Soviet 
propaganda so mysteriously potent 
that it could sell this old, religious and 
much suffering man on the proposition 
of a territory he had never before 
dreamed of, or are Jews really strange 
people ready to forget even the recent 
past and to bow before any politica) 
altar, as long as the rod is spared fo~ 
the moment? 8. KE. 
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Axis Drives on Palestine 





HE SWASTIKA WAVES OVER THE ACROPOLIS. THE 
flag that symbolizes the raging torrent of modern 
barbarism floats over the symbol of the immortal Hel- 
lenic civilization. Hitler has cause to feel gratified. In 
two weeks he has destroyed the independence of two 
' Balkan countries. Greece, the country that was first to 
raise the banner of national independence in the Bal- 
kans a century ago has fallen before the modern incar- 
nation of the “unspeakable Turk.” 


What next? On April 27 Winston Churchill spoke 
to England and the world. He did not reveal any 
secrets nor did he pretend to possess the magic for- 
mula whereby Nazi victories can be transformed into 
defeats. But his speech did recall something many 
people are inclined to forget under the effect of the 
immediate bad news. He pointed out that the last 
act of the present tragic war is still far off, that the 
Balkan defeat is merely one stage in the struggle. 
Turkey may be conquered, Suez may be taken but 
the war will not yet have been lost. 


Many symptoms at this time point to a rapid ex- 
tension of Nazi aggression to the Near East. Greece 
and its surrounding isles are an effective springboard 
in that direction. Syria has of late been invaded by a 
large number of those harbingers of Nazi attack— 
German “tourists.” The same is true of Iraq where 
there exist, in addition, a considerable number of 
native patriots of the Quisling variety. The landing 
of British troops in Basra is ample indication of the 
seriousness of the situation. It is therefore quite pos- 
sible that the Arab countries and Palestine may become 
the theatre of war in the coming weeks. 

It is not for us to teach England military strategy, 
but at this time it is hard to refrain from calling at- 
tention to a number of opportunities that have been 
neglected—opportunities that the Jewish community 
of Palestine and Zionists throughout the world have 
been pointing out ever since the autumn of 1939. We 
are aware that in a war which engages many millions 
of soldiers the potential military strength of Jews is 
limited. But in the present war, which radically dif- 
fers in many respects from previous ones, small con- 
tingents have attained great objectives. Thirty thousand 
soldiers defeated an Italian force ten times as large 
in Africa. Only a small British. force was sent to 
Greece. Under such circumstances a small but well 
trained army could become an important factor and 
the potential military contribution of Palestine Jews 
should not have been overlooked, especially since they 
are near the scene of the conflict and problems of 
transport could thus be simplified. Palestine alone 
could have provided at least forty thousand men and 





Zionist as well as other Jewish organizations could 
have recruited thousands of others during the past 
eighteen months, had they not been discouraged from 
doing so by British authorities. Had Palestine industry 
been encouraged, it could have been of great value in 
the war. In addition it is necessary to bear in mind the 
unusual percentage of technically trained men among 
Palestine Jews, whose abilities could have been utilized 
to great advantage but was employed only to a very 
small degree. 

But in this respect the British government allowed 
itself to be guided by the counsel of some groups who 
believed; or pretended to believe, that the establish- 
ment of a Jewish armed force would antagonize the 
Arabs. Now that Palestine is already so near the 
theatre of war and the Germans definitely consider 
it a stepping stone toward the oil of Mosul, this type 
of counsel will no doubt become even more insistent. 
In order to gain the good will of the Arabs—it will 
be argued by these groups—even a sacrifice of Jewish 
rights may be in order. The whispering campaign for 
the appeasement of Arabs at the expense of Jews, 
hitherto indirectly suggested, may now gain in pitch 
and volume. Certain Arab politicians are aware of 
this trend and are already doing everything in their 
power to blackmail Britain. Dr. Shatara, leader of the 
Arab National League in New York and mouthpiece 
of the Grand Mufti who now stays in Iraq, has de- 
clared in a letter to the New York Times that Eng- 
land can have the “traditional friendship” of the 
Arabs at the price of betraying its obligations under 
the Balfour Declaration. Otherwise, he gently hints, 
Italy and Germany will have an excellent opportunity 
to incite the Arabs. 

We are aware that there are other forces in Eng- 
land, not solely within the Labor Party either, who see 
the problem of Zionism and Palestine in a different 
and more friendly light. Major Cazalet, a Conservative 
member of Parliament now in the United States de- 
clared only a few days ago that in his view the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish state in Palestine after the war 
will be one of the duties of Britain. Nor is he alone of 
this sentiment. But the danger of an opportunistic sur- 
render to Arabs who threaten with defection to the 
Axis is a real one nevertheless and all steps that can 
lead to its prevention should be taken. 


The Axis drive on Palestine and the near East has 
begun. The outcome of this battle cannot now be 
foreseen and many critical and tragic hours are still 
in store for us. England, which is today the only 
great power in the way of the Nazi advance must not 
compromise the principles that give it strength and 
win for it the sympathy of the United States. 
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Poland’s Premier Speaks 





ENERAL SIKORSKY, PREMIER OF THE POLISH 
G government in exile, has come to the United 
States. He has had his say to the American press, he 
was interviewed by prominent Jews and the resulting 
impression is a sad one—the Polish government has 
learned little from its experiences and exile of the 
past eighteen months. Last year the Polish govern- 
ment honored us with no less a light than General 
Haller, now its Minister of Education and famous for 
the pogroms he organized in Poland during the early 
years of the independence of that country. Now that 
Sikorsky, the responsible head of the government ar- 
rived, we were entitled to expect a more humane and 
sincerely felt approach to our problems. But destruc- 
tion and exile seem to have made but little impression 
on the Polish generals. On Sikorsky’s part there was 
not even an attempt to conceal the old ingrained anti- 
Semitic attitudes and superstitions. 

General Sikorsky’s delicate hint that Polish Jews 
in the areas occupied by Russia were lacking in pat- 
riotism was shocking. Not unlike Coughlin he hastened 
to modify his statement by saying that there were 
“good” as well as “bad” Jews among them. He even 
knew the percentage of each—50 per cent good ones 
and 50 per cent bad ones. (Not one per cent more or 
less. ) 

We will not argue the General's statistics—since 
he must have arrived at his figures by some mysterious 
intuitive process. But there are a number of things 
to be remembered. The areas occupied by Russia were 
not Polish; they were merely governed by Poland for 
twenty years. Were Russia governed by a truly demo- 
cratic regime no sensible person would deny the right 
of these territories, predominantly inhabited by Ukrai- 
nians and White Russians, to rejoin the Ukraine and 
White Russia. There is no telling now what will be 
the fate of these areas after the war but there is no 
rule of political reasoning whereby they would have to 
return to a status of provinces dominated by Poland. 

We have no adequate sources of information but 
we have good grounds to assume that the Jews of the 
occupied areas are not happy. They must feel unhappy 
over the loss of the measure of spiritual freedom 
which they had in Poland. This does not mean, how- 
ever, that they are “homesick”’ for the Poland that 
was, the Poland of oppression, discrimination, forced 
emigration and pogroms. With the exception of the 
small group of Jewish communists, they no doubt 
hate the new Soviet regime that condemns people to 
regimentation under threat of terror. But they also 
realize that, as Jews, they are not restricted in the 
search for employment. General Sikorsky need not be 
a psychologist but as a Premier of an exiled govern- 
ment he should understand why Jews of Bialistok or 
Rowno may dislike the Soviet regime and yet be glad 
to accept employment from the Soviet government, 
which is the only employer in those parts, and also 
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feel appreciation for the civil rights granted to them. 
The few Jewish communists in the occupied areas who 
have risen fast on the Soviet administrative ladder are 


. but the exception and we feel no urge to apologize for 


them. The founder of the ¢cheka, the dreaded Soviet 
secret police, was none other than Djerjinsky, a Pole. 
Yet no one would hold the Polish people responsible 
for the crimes committed under his orders or guidance. 

We will not condemn the Polish people on the 
basis of the interviews given by Sikorsky or the rec- 
ord of Haller. We hope and believe that hitherto 
anonymous forces within the Polish people will come 
to the fore at the conclusion of the war and will re- 
place the generals of the type of Sikorsky and Haller. 
For this reason we attach no great significance to 
thinly veiled hints and allusions of Ministers and 
Generals who do not yet realize that their day is done 
and that the very defeat of Hitler will also mark their 
exit from the Polish stage. 


Negroes Win a Battle 





HE UNANIMOUS DECISION OF THE SUPREME 
Court upholding the right of Negroes to ac- 
comodations and services equal to those of white pas- 
sengers on trains passing through the southern states 
strikes a note of cheer during these days of gloom. Be- 
cause of the authority of the Supreme Court this de- 
cision gains significance extending far beyond the ac- 
tual case under consideration. It paves the way for 
further test cases and opens vistas of still greater ex- 
tension of Negro rights and a stronger affirmation of 
the principle embodied in the fourteenth amendment. 
The ruling of the Supreme Court does not put an 
end to discrimination and segregation. These are ap- 
parently still left to the jurisdiction of the individual 
southern states. But it does establish the principle of 
equal treatment for Negroes on southern trains. Thus 
if a Negro pays for Pullman accommodations, he may 
still be limited to the use of a special Pullman car 
assigned for Negroes. But he can no longer be denied 
access to this or similar setvices, as had been the case 
in the past. 

The Negro representative in Congress, Arthur W. 
Mitchell, who was the plaintiff in this case, declared 
that the ruling was a step in the destruction of Jim 
Crowism. He was correct in making this statement. 
There are still other steps of even greater importance 
to be taken. A Federal anti-lynch law has been long 
overdue. Other legislation to curb states’ infringement 
on the spirit and letter of the Bill of Rights should 
be passed. But the present decision of the Supreme 
Court is symptomatic of a trend to be welcomed, nor 
is the unanimity of the decision to be overlooked. 

There are numerous Negroes who, in the present 
emergency, declare that there is not much choice be- 
tween a fascist regime and the treatment accorded the 
Negro in many parts of the United States. This at- 
titude is abetted and encouraged by the brethren on 
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the left who exploit Negro hurt and dissatisfaction 
for their own political game. It is true, Negroes, Jews, 
Asiatics and others are still being discriminated against 
in the United States in industry and in social life. 
But there also exist strong progressive forces and it 
is possible to fight for one’s rights and also to win. 
Would such a thing be possible under a fascist regime, 
or under an administration that would seek to appease 
and placate fascism? Try and visualize a Nazi supreme 
court rendering such a decision and the answer be- 
comes obvious. Despite its faults and shortcomings 
a democratic order such as that of the United States 
is separated from a fascist regime by an unbridgeable 
gulf. 





Charles Edward Russell 


S WE GO TO PRESS WE LEARN OF THE DEATH OF 
Charles Edward Russell. For many years one 
of the leading spirits of American liberalism, Russell 
had been a staunch and outspoken friend of Zionism 
and the work in Palestine. In 1909, when already in 
middle age, he joined the Socialist Party of America. 
He shunned dry dogmas and became the spokesman of 
countless American workers as a result of his deeply 
felt sympathy and self-identification with the suf- 
fering everywhere. This was also the fountainhead of 
his deep understanding for the drama of a homeless 
people seeking to build itself a home. With his death 
the people of America lose a great and brilliant 
champion. 





More Vicious Nonsense 





HE UNPREDICTABLE Mr. ALBERT VITON HAS 
T again delivered himself of a curious mixture of 
fact and fancy on the subject of Palestine. In an article 
entitled “The Withering of a Mandate” (Asia, May, 
1941) he proceeds to make clear that “the Zionist 
National Home is on the verge of complete collapse,” 
and he launches into an analysis of the causes of the 
unhappy state of affairs. He gives a lengthy account 
of the numerous ways in which Great Britain has dis- 
regarded the obligations of the mandate. He rehearses 
the whole melancholy history of the various Royal 
Commissions with their various plans. He recalls the 
three years of Arab riots; he discusses withous mincing 
words the present efforts of the Palestine administra- 
tion to implement the White Paper which would, to 
all purposes, abrogate the mandate. He paints a har- 
rowing tale of broken pledges on the part of Great 
Britain and of a growing cowering before Arab ter- 
rorism on the part of British officialdom. In short, he 
sketches an appeasement, pro-Arab policy which leaves 
no doubt in the readers’ minds as to the powerful 
forces—forces which in another sphere led to the dis- 
aster of Munich—that operated against the normal 
development of the Jewish National Home. So far, 
so good. No Zionist would quarrel with Mr. Viton on 
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this score. But he is not content with his survey of 
history. He has another truth up his sleeve. It seems 
that our troubles are not to be laid solely to the British. 
The “basic causes” of whatever is wrong in Palestine 
are “ the hopeless incapacity of the Zionist leaders 
and their short-sighted selfishness.” We must blame 
not the restrictions on immigration, not the steady 
whittling down of the scope of the mandate by British 
timidity and opportunism, not the fascist and Nazi in- 
citements of the Arabs, but ‘‘the Zionists.” To quote 
Mr. Viton’s melodious lament: “The Zionists them- 
selves must bear a very large—if not the major—part 
of the responsibility for the woes and tribulations 
which have befallen their national home.” 


This is a harsh indictment but Mr. Viton makes it 
clear. It seems that the Zionist leaders were idealistic 
dreamers, theoretical doctrinaires and propagandists, 
but they were not practical colonizers. They had no 
inkling of “reality.” Instead of bringing in “hundreds 
of thousands” of immigrants, they wasted time and 
money on “social experiments”. They bothered with 
a progressive school system, a Hebrew university and 
other “luxuries,” which Mr. Viton enumerates, for- 
getting that ‘‘a primitive country in process of coloni- 
zation simply could not afford such luxuries.” And 
if any one wants to see what utter imbeciles, lacking 
in “social realism,” the Zionist leaders have been, he 
need merely survey their “so-called, ‘progressive’ ideas 
on labor.” And, of course, the hard-headed British, 
outraged by the Zionist prattle about ‘‘Marx and Tols- 
toy” when colonizational spade-work had to be done, 
decided that they could not “be expected to carry the 
Zionist burden.” These factors, Mr. Viton gravely as- 
sures us, are ‘‘the real, underlying causes of the recent 
change in British policy.” But Mr. Viton has not lost 
hope. “The British could still be persuaded—or co- 
erced, if necessary—to adopt radically different pol- 
icies.” The particular coercion that Mr. Viton ad- 
vocates is a complete “overhauling of the Zionist 
leadership.” Then, with greater realists as associates, 
the British will presumably abolish the White Paper, 
stop fearing Arab uprisings, and honor all their pled- 
ges valiantly. 


A more vicious farrago of nonsense has rarely ap- 
peared in a responsible journal. Here is the usual re- 
visionist—or its equivalent—clap-trap dished up on 
the pages of a non-Zionist magazine in what purports 
to be an impartial analysis of the present status of 
the Mandate. At this stage, it is hardly necessary to 
refute, for the thousandth time, the hoary revisionist 
or semi-revisionist charges that labor Zionist “ideal- 
ism’ was checking the growth of Palestine. The ‘‘so- 
cial experiments” by which Mr. Viton presumably 
means the kvutzah, have proven their “realistic” 
worth, in a measure undreamed of, in the past crucial 
years. The “‘doctrinaires’” have colonized the desert 
under fire, have defended the National Home, have 
taken in refugees, authorized and unauthorized, with 
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a heroism and generosity, which we admit savors of 
“idealism.”” We accept the impeachment, but even Mr. 
Viton should be able to perceive the “realism” of 
building in the wilderness despite bomb or bullet. It 
is a kind of ultimate realism for which hard-headed 
gentlemen are not always prepared. 

Nor is it necessary at this stage to discuss the im- 
mense role of the labor movement, the Histadrut, 
in the colonization of Palestine. That story needs no 
retelling, particularly in the pages of a Zionist jour- 
nal. What would be interesting to know is what is 
Mr. Viton’s game at present? As a specialist in Zionist 
affairs, he has had a checkered history. In 1936, dur- 
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ing the Arab riots, he described the Arabs as “a 
murder-bent mob” with fascist backing, or as bona- 
fide revolutionists, according to the publication for 
which he was writing. Now he emerges as the cham- 
pion of anti-labor and anti-Weizmann groups in the 
Zionist ranks, and in the interest of this partisanship 
he is prepared to write such palpable absurdities as 
have appeared in “Asia”. It is unfortunate that a 
magazine of Asia’s standing should have become the 
unwitting instrument on which Mr. Viton could grind 
his present ax. It is even more unfortunate that in 
this moment of world history this particular ax is 
being ground. 


Popular Superstitions About Jews 


_by Jacob J. Weinstein 





URING THE past few years I was invited to 
address some sixty non-Jewish forums, clubs 

and societies on the Pacific coast on the theme, “The 
Jew in the Gentile World.” I made it a necessary con- 
dition of acceptance that there be a period of discus- 
sion following the lecture which gave an historical ac- 
count of the rise and spread of anti-Semitism. This 
essay is based on the material of these discussions. In 
many instances the questions and statements were 
written. For the rest, I made it a practice to write 
down the questions asked immediately after the lecture. 


The term “superstitions” is not used in a derogatory 
sense. It is intended to convey the meaning of a hold- 
over from the past; and to intimate that some measure 
of reality is given to a superstition by the very desire 
of the people who hold it. Thus, there is no scientific 
evidence that the ‘““Mandrakes’’ mentioned in Genesis 
actually cured sterility, but it is more than possible that 
belief in them created a psychological receptivity help- 
ful to conception. Above all, we wish to imply by the 
term superstition, that evidence of one fulfillment is 
worth a hundred denials. The hundred instances where 
no untoward accident has occurred after a black cat 
crossed one’s path does not balance with believers the 
one instance where it has. So too, a hundred poor Jews 
do not wash out the impress of one rich one with 
those who hold the superstition that all Jews are rich. 
We must leave to the folk-lorists and the psycho- 
analysts the explanation of this phenomenon. 


The Longevity of the Jew 


OME GENTILES are convinced that the Jew is 

immortal. The conviction excites an admiration 
that turns into awe and often into fear. There is a 
slight resemblance to the belief in the nine lives of a 
cat—where the initial admiration for the toughness of 
the feline merges into a suspicion of traffic with the 
devil. As one person put it, “I can understand the 


Egyptians, the Babylonians, the Assyrians. They had 
their day and moved off the stage. I enjoy the records 
of their achievements in our museums. But I wouldn’t 
want a mummy for my neighbor.” Another discussant 
confessed that he would be glad to pay Ripley 25 cents 
to see a 300 year old man but he would feel mighty 
uneasy about having that man on the same block. 


Some years ago, Viereck and Eldridge wrote a fan- 
tastic novel, “My First Two Thousand Years” in 
which the hero is the undying Jew who delights in 
corrupting the blood of the people in whose midst he 
dwells. We are dealing with folk lore where logic is 
not a very effective antidote. It is not very helpful to 
point out the fallacies of confusing a race with an in- 
dividual, of identifying cultural continuity with phys- 
ical persistence. 

Even accounting for the three thousand years of 
Jewish cultural continuity is no easy task. It is hard for 
Jews themselves to understand the complex of positive 
and negative forces that has preserved their identity. 
Which of us knows where’ the positive pulls of reli- 
gion, history, language leave off and the negative 
push of anti-Semitism begins in this elliptical field of 
force that bounds the tents of Israel? 


The Jew As Anti-Christ 


MONG FUNDAMENTALIST church circles, I 

often heard that the suffering of the Jew is just 
punishment for his refusal to accept the identity of 
God and Jesus. The Jews’ plight is a warning to all 
infidels and heretics and back-sliders. Since this is a 
divine plan, you would imagine the fundamentalists 
would hold blameless the human instruments through 
which this plan of salvation is achieved. The material 
success and outward happiness which some Jews seem 
to enjoy are interpreted as subtler forms of punish- 
ment on “the higher they rise, the harder they fall” 
principle. The orthodox Jew who practices his mis- 
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taken faith, they believe, is more to be admired than the 
agnostic Jew—for the religious Jew has the capacity 
for faith and some day will be converted to the one 
true faith while the unbeliever is hopeless. 

Only rarely did I hear the charge that the Jewskilled 
Christ. Once when in answer to this charge I main- 
tained that the Jews could not consistently be blamed 
for crucifying the Savior when the crucifixion was the 
predetermined climax of the divine scheme of salva- 
tion, my auditor replied, “The Jews should have been 
smart enough to pass the buck and let Jehovah pick 
some other suckers.” Another fundamentalist in my 
audience once expressed his bewilderment, “If Jehovah 
thought enough of the Jews to pick the Savior from 
their midst, why didn’t he command them to accept 
the true Messiah?” 

I remember vividly my discussion of the Jewish 
problem with a group of young Christians at their 
summer camp. A young Tarzan, thick lipped, full 
nostrilled, a student at a theological seminary, was 
intent on blaming the Jews for corrupting the faith of 
Christians. The Jews, he insisted, through their 
movies, jazz bands, their passion for pleasure, lured 
the faithful from the narrow path. I recalled that 
Adonis smarting under the fetters of a grim faith, 
when I recently read this passage from Freud:* 

“We must not forget that all the people who now excel 

in the practice of anti-Semitism became Christians only 

in relatively recent times, sometimes forced to it by 
bloody compulsion. One might say that they are ‘badly 

Christened,’ under the thin veneer of Christianity they 

have remained what their ancestors were, barbarically 

polytheistic. They have not yet overcome their grudge 
against the new religion which was forced on them, and 
they have projected it on to the source from which 

Christianity came to them. The fact that the Gospels tell 

a story which is enacted among Jews and in truth treats 

only of Jews, has facilitated such a projection. The 

hatred for Judaism is at bottom hatred for Christianity, 
and it is not surprising that in the German National 

Socialist revolution this close connection of the two 

monotheistic religions finds such clear expression in the 

hostile treatment of both.” 

If Freud is right, the Jew is indeed damned for a 
sheep and for a goat. He is cursed for not accepting 
Christ and cursed for having foisted him on an un- 
willing world. It is my opinion that the Freudian 
thesis offers only a partial explanation and applies 
mainly to the behavior of religious fanatics. More 
general causes of anti-Semitism are implicit in the 
superstitions I shall now detail. 


“The Jews Are Clannish” 


N NOT one of the sixty discussions recorded was 
there failing the charge that the Jews are clannish. 

In the smaller communities they do not join the social 
life which is centered around the churches. In the sub- 
urbs of our larger cities they do not join the Garden 
Clubs, the sewing circles or the country clubs. “On 
Sundays,” said a cultivated woman in Mill Valley, 


* Freud, Sigmund, ‘‘Moses and Monotheism,”’ Knopf, 1939, pp. 144-5. 
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“instead of visiting with the neighbors, they invite 
hordes of their city friends who noisily poke fun at 


_ our quaint suburban habits.” In the same discussion a 


gentleman volunteered a case history from his tennis 
club. 

“We had about five Jews out of 200 members up till 

1931, They .were well liked and were considered as 

sportsmen and not as Jews. Then we had a drive for 

new members to cover the scars of the depression and we 
brought in seven more Jews among twenty others. Now 
these seven would congregate together in the locker 
room, take a drink together and tell stories that seemed 
to call for loud and sustained laughter. Before you knew 
it we were conscious of a Jew group in the Club. We 
unconsciously refrained from joining their tables and 
took it for granted that they always wanted to play 
together. We had prided ourselves on keeping our 
numbers down to encourage a congenial family spirit. 

We saw that breaking down with this new Jewish clique 

and so we decided to limit our Jewish membership in the 

future to five.” 

In a San Mateo audience, a discussant expressed 
resentment over the fact that his wealthy Jewish neigh- 
bors contributed large sums to Jewish hospitals, relief 
of Jews in Europe, and to the upbuilding of Palestine. 
“They give more money to foreigners just because 
they’re Jews than they give to Americans from whom 
they make their money,” he concluded. The influx of 
some thousands of German refugees has greatly inten- 
sified this reaction. Acts of charity and self-sacrifice are 
interpreted as manifestations of the Jews’ secret pact to 
stick together. The wave of nationalism, sweeping the 
world, has provided a patriotic rationalization for the 
provincials’ distrust of people outside his bailiwick. 

In the discussion on this point whenever it came up, 
I posed the question, “Is the Jews’ clannishness a cause 
or an effect of anti-Semitism?” The question proved 
most fruitful for it often spared me the trouble of 
making any defense of this charge. An active club- 
woman in Sacramento bristled with this retort: ‘““When 
it comes to cold facts, when we invite a Jew of wealth 
and high social position to join us and she refuses, we 
say she is clannish, but we do not consider it clannish 
on our part to refuse membership to Jews who are not 
in a position to add prestige to our organization.” 

Another woman in Fresno almost threw her knitting 
needles at a fellow auditor who expressed resentment 
at the herd solidarity of Jews. This woman it seemed 
had a daughter whose closest chum at high school was 
a Jew. On graduation, the two friends went to the 
State University. A prominent sorority pledged our 
discussant’s daughter but refused to issue an invitation 
to the chum solely on the grounds that she was Jewish. 
“What could the Jewish girl do, but join a Jewish 
sorority? Here is a perfect proof that Jewish clannish- 
ness is an effect of anti-Semitism.” 

A man in a San Francisco audience asked himself 
why he did not resent the fraternization of Irish, Ital- 
ians, Germans or Armenians but did object to the Jews 
sticking together. He knew that the same Jews who 
belong to the B'nai B'rith lodge are proprietors of 
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small clothing stores on Market Street. Theirs was the 
most competitive business, he admitted. The Italians, 
on the other hand, have a practical monopoly in the 
fishing industry. They set and maintain prices on 
everything from crab to tuna. Yet he resented the Jew 
and accepted the Italian. “Maybe its because I got an 
inferiority complex about the Jew. I figure if one Jew 
is so hard to beat, where will we come in if they 
should decide to get together.” 

Here, too, there are motives at work which are 
deeper than those recognized by the prejudiced. Freud, 
who believes that we inherit certain reaction patterns 
from our ancestors, maintains that Gentiles harbor a 
hold-over of the resentment felt toward the Jews when 
they first claimed to be the Chosen People of God. 
Circumcision, the rite which set the Jews apart, evokes 
a fear based on a castration complex, he also adds. 

Whatever the motivations, we now are confronted 
with a vicious cycle. The Jews’ sense of superiority 
made him hated. The hatred hedged him in, forced 
him to seek consolation with his own—to become clan- 
nish. This clannishness gives the Gentile a good excuse 
to discriminate against the Jew. The discrimination 
further ghettoizes the Jew—ad infinitum. 


The Jew as the City Slicker 


ORALISTS TELL us that the soil is the seed 
M bed of piety. Religion hinges on the seasons, 
and the souls’ intimacy with nature. The city on the 
other hand is the estate of the Devil. Ruled by the 
whore of Babylon, it has drained the country of its 
youth and corrupted it. Some economists say the city 
leeches on the country. Manufacturers’ tariffs, protected 
prices and bankers’ mortgages siphon the cream of the 
harvest, leaving the farmer a residue of bills and hate. 
Whatever the reasons, most sociologists admit that 
there is a more or less latent hostility between country 
and city. In many a farmer there lingers the feeling 
that a man who makes his living off of anything but 
the soil and its resources is, somehow, a swindler. And 
this feeling is shared by many city folk who have 
recently come from the farm and whose relatives are 
still on the farm. Their occasional visits to the folks in 
the country, their interest in the country fair and the 
garden they cultivate even if it is a tiny strip of lawn, 
is their vicarious atonement for the sin of dwelling in 
the Metropolis. 

The Jew cannot make this atonement. For in the 
eyes of many Gentiles, he has never been on the soil. 
To them the Jew is indigenous to the teeming alleys of 
the city. Asphalt and cobblestone are his native milieu. 
In them he sows his ducats and reaps his golden har- 
vest. Whereas other stocks weaken and ultimately 
wither in the sterile air of congested cities, the Jew 
thrives and multiplies. 

I count in my records no less than seventy-five state- 
ments that clearly intimate that the Jew would be 
better thought of if he could establish a reputation as 
a farmer. Following my talk in Los Angeles, an 
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auditor sent up a newspaper cilpping telling of the 
arrival of twenty-two German refugees on a boat 
bound for the Canal. The reporter had interviewed the 
arrivals and found that they represented medicine, law, 
teaching, engineering and business administration, one 
a bank executive. Across this item in heavy black 
pencil, the auditor had written, ‘“How many of these 
will become good Americans and do honest-to-God 
work on the soil? We have more than enough stock 
brokers, bankers, pawn shop proprietors, and second 
hand dealers. . . . Signed, A Patriotic American.” 

When I mentioned such groups as the colony of 
eighty Jewish families on the poultry farms in Peta- 
luma, my questioners often replied, ‘“That ain’t real 
dirt farming. That’s mere processing. You convert 
feed into eggs and fryers.’” Nor does it help much to 
explain historically how the Jew was driven from his 
land in Palestine where he was primarily a farmer, 
how he was denied the right of owning land by all 
Christian countries from the third to the seventeenth 
century, how he was forced into merchandising and 
moneylending by the Church and the feudal lords, and 
finally how these business skills were needed by the 
trade expansion which followed the Industrial Revolu- 
tion. The average American feels, in spite of these 
facts, that the Jew has had a chance to establish him- 
self on the soil in America and should show a greater 
inclination to do so. 

Responsive to this sentiment, Jews are establishing 
Vocational Guidance offices in the larger communities 
to direct Jewish youth to skilled crafts, the forestry 
service and scientific farming. It is not, by any means, 
certain that this will solve the problem. It may merely 


relieve the pressure of anti-Semitism in the cities and 


introduce it into the country. With the farmer bearing 
the brunt of our economic dislocation, mortgaged to 
the neck, his sons forced to seek a living in the cities, 
he may be more than ordinarily riled by the traits 
which the Jew is said to have derived from his long 
urban experience. 


The Rothschild Myth 


= PASADENA, a Townsendite explained to me 
that the reason they had adopted the slogan ““Ham 
and Eggs’” was so that Jews would know that they 
were not included in the “Thirty Dollars Every Thurs- 
day” plan. When I asked why — he replied that it 
was those international Jew money-changers called 
Rothschild, who, through their henchman Morgen- 
thau, were keeping this country from adopting this 
simple and sure path to prosperity. He admitted that 
he had gotten much of the proof for this conclusion 
from a magazine called Social Justice edited by 
Father Coughlin. 


In forty-five of the sixty audiences which I addtes/ 


sed there were people who had been bitten by the 
Rothschild Myth. “Isn’t it true,” said one soft spoken 
young engineer in an Oakland audience, “that the 
Warburgs, Paul and Felix, were responsible for the 
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World War? Did not Paul of Germany write to Felix 
in America “While this war is causing much loss of 
life it will definitely strengthen our firm’s position?’ ” 
Another in the same audience followed this lead by 
declaring, “It is well known that the Jews Baruch and 
Brandeis steered Wilson into the war and that Baruch, 
the confidant of both Hoover and Roosevelt engin- 
eered the stock collapse of 1929.” 

One notices in these and many similar statements 
a peculiar combination of populism and anti-Semitism. 
Bebel called it the ‘“‘socialism’” of blockheads. The 
farmer, the petty merchant and the worker are con- 
fused by the complexities of high finance. The mys- 
teries of stock promotion and pyramiding are the de- 
vices of Satan. But they are also believers in the 
American dream, the streamlined ladder of success, 
the rewards of initiative and ambition. The conflict 
is resolved by making the distinction which Hitler 
makes in ‘Mein Kampf” between Aryan or creative 
capital and Jewish or destructive capital. This permits 
the gentile to swallow a Rockefeller, a Mellon, a 
Ford, a Morgan, a Dupont, but to gag at a Kahn, 
a Warburg, or a Baruch who, compared to the first 
named titans, are small fry indeed. When Singer, 
President of the United States Bank, was indicted for 
fraudulent practices, there was considerable rumbling 
throughout the nation about the sharp practices of 
Jews. When Mitchel and Whitney were indicted and 
convicted of grosser crimes, there was not nearly as 
much revulsion. There was in fact a good deal of 
commiseration and excusing: ‘They were just unlucky. 
They got caught at it. Whitney must have been try- 
ing to pay off a debt of honor. He certainly took his 
medicine like a sport. You gotta hand it to him.” 
Anti-Semitism and other forms of prejudice are most 
sharply manifested in the leaway to breakers of the 
laws and mores of a group. One who is labelled as 
“not belonging” or not one of #5, must toe the line. 
He is constantly on probation. This is a holdover of 
the tribal suspicion of the outsider. 


The Jew as Non-Conformist 


N TIMES of crisis and of sharp transition, the 

various “we” groups who haye accomodated them- 
selves to one another, become shaken up and re- 
aligned. Demagogues supply them with dynamic 
symbols and scape-goats to further sharpen the ‘“‘we’’ 
feeling. Differences, formerly accepted and enjoyed 
in the give and take of the social process, now become 
danger signals and pretexts of hostility. In the hal- 
cyon days, Americans enjoyed the playing of an EI- 
man, a Heifetz, a Gabrilowitch. and considered the 
adinission price little enough for the privilege of 
enjoying the masters of art. Today, we hear a great 
deal about patronizing American art and artists. A 
concert pianist in one of my audiences stated: ‘“The 
booking offices are Jew controlled. Only Jewish artists 
with Russian names get a chance. It is time for 
Americans to develop an art of their own and en- 
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courage their own talented people.” Here again a 
positive movement for national expression and a 
justified reaction to the idolatry of foreign names in 
art circles is sharpened and distorted by the infiltra- 
tion of anti-Semitism. There is perhaps also an ele- 
ment of revolt against universal culture — always 
a part of national revivals. 


Revivalists whether religious or national, are lacking 
in humor. Grim crusaders of the White Camelia, or 
the black shirt cannot afford to laugh. Satire is an- 
athema to the frenetic. But even the average citizen 
gets touchy about his national virtues, his occupa- 
tional traits, his household sanctities. I detected in 
not a few instances an antagonism to radio and stage 
comedians such as Eddie Cantor,-the Marx brothers, 
the Ritz brothers, Al Jolson, Fanny Brice and Jack 
Benny. As one auditor revealed in a letter which 
she wrote because she did not want to say this on 
the floor, ‘I am not denying the cleverness or the 
talent of the Jewish comedian. My children will fore- 
go their meals rather than miss Eddie Cantor. I my- 
self laugh at his jokes. When I am done laughing 
however, I feel sort of uneasy. Then I get resentful. 
I say to myself ‘What are we going to hold to and 
believe in if we keep on making fun of chastity, 
marriage, faith and honesty in business’?”’ 


Another discussant vented his spleen on Graucho 
Marx, ‘“Why that fellow’s brains work like a machine 
gun. He’s too quick for any Gentile to follow. I 
always feel he is having a good laugh at us Yokels. 
The Jew ‘is too damn clever for his own good.” Still 
others resented the Yiddish-Hebrew expressions like 
kosher, kibbitz,.gonef and goy which these comedians 
introduce in their speech. They think these words are 
used with a double meaning so that Jews may enjoy ' 
particularly nasty cracks about Gentiles. 


Students of post war Germany noted a similar re- 
action toward Jews on the stage and not alone to- 
ward comedians, but to musicians, artists, and writers. 
The Jews were charged with undermining the staid | 
old Teutonic national virtues in order that they might 
introduce their own modernistic, Semitic, international 
styles and values. This fear of the innovator is not 
confined to the realms of literature and art. It comes 
down to the zipper trouser and beach pajama. One 
of the discussants at a Los Angeles forum charged 
the Jews, as the monopolists of the clothing trade, 
with deliberately inventing these skimpy, bizarre, 
outfits to stimulate business. And she further accused 
Hollywood movie interests and the big Jewish beauty 
lotion makers, like Max Factor and Helena Rubin- 
stein of complicity in this conspiracy to corrupt 
American taste while rifling the Gentiles’ pockets. 
“The first man to wear a corsetted coat is your 
Jewish traveling salesman. The first woman to in- 
troduce a new style in dress to the public is some 
daughter of a Jewish designer. Why should a foreigner 
from Poland tell Miss America what to wear?” 
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One of the most pathetic instances of misunder- 
standing bred in the tense atmosphere of crises 
periods came to my attention during a round table 
discussion with a small group of Gentiles in a Marin 
County suburb. One of the members of this group, 
Mrs. Ingram, let us call her, told me of her ex- 
perience with the Rosens. The Rosens had only re- 
cently moved into the community. He was the manager 
of the neighboring town’s leading store. Mrs. Rosen 
was neighborly and cheerfully assumed her share of 
community responsibilities. The Ingrams were happy 
about their new neighbors — for there were few 
congenial couples of their own age — and it was 
not long before the Ingrams asked the Rosens to 
an informal dinner. Mrs. Ingram explained that she 
served just the sort of dinner they were accustomed 
to have —broth, leg of lamb, peas, potatoes, cold 
slaw, home made gooseberry pie and coffee. After 
dinner the foursome had a pleasant game of bridge, 
topped off with the exchange of a few opinions about 
things in general. Three days later, the Rosens in- 
vited the Ingrams for dinner. And the Rosens, it 
seems, put on the dog. They had the best company 
silver. They served cocktails with a dazzling variety 
of hors d'oeuvres. There was crayfish soup, broiled 
squab stuffed with wild rice and an elaborate rum 
torte, coffee, brandy and good Havana cigars. The 
Ingrams were offended. Mr. Ingram knew that Mr. 
Rosen was earning no more than he. He considered 
such a dinner a vulgar, pretentious display. Mrs. In- 
gram felt that it may have been a not too subtle re- 
flection on her hospitality. At any rate it set up bar- 
riers. The Ingrams were not willing to enter into this 
kind of social competition. They decided that this 
dinner was the Rosens’ way of saying: This is the 
kind of standard we prefer in our social relation- 
ships. The Ingrams decided that the Rosens were 
guilty of bad taste and began slowly but surely to 
drop them. 

Now it so happened that I knew the Rosens. I 
knew that they had, at considerable sacrifice, sought 
a small community where they might escape the 
burden of being Jews. They wanted a place where 
their children could grow up with other American 
children and not be conscious of their Jewishness. 
They were so thrilled that the Ingrams who were old 
residents and socially promiaent had accepted them. 
Mrs. Rosen, an excellent cook, born in a family 
where an epicure’s table was a tradition, had merely 
exerted herself to celebrate what she hoped would 
be a life long friendship.” 

Now one must admit that the Rosens would have 
shown better taste by making their hospitality more 
like that which they had received from the Ingrams. 
But is it too much to expect the Ingrams to have 
understood something of this defense mechanism 
which is at work in every Jew and makes him over- 
compensate for the feeling of inferiority with which 
the world has imbued him? Is it too much to ask the 
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Ingrams to understand the intensity and eagerness 
which hostility has bred in the Jew so that his re- 
action is greater than the stimulus requires? In the 
mental climate of our times this 7s too much to ask 
of even such good folk as the Ingrams. It is the 
Jews’ difficult task to overcome his conditioning by 
extreme self-discipline while he works for the mitiga- 
tion of those economic and political pressures which 
turn minor differences into barbed wire fences. 


The Jew as Radical 


HE NAZI Propagandists could vindicate their 

low estimate of the average man’s intelligence 
by pointing to those whom they have persuaded to 
believe that Jews are a menace because they are the 
controlling international financiers and also the guid- 
ing brains of world communism. The fact is that 
few people are capable of thinking in terms of eco- 
nomic philosophies or monetary plans. My experience 
with Gentile audiences convinced me that the average 
man’s fear of the Jew as a radical is not based on his 
comprehension of the economic goals of radicalism. 
It is due more to his feeling that collectivism, social- 
ism, communism, involve a departure from, if not 
violence to, certain principles that have become the 
immovable fixtures of his mind. The relation be- 
tween vested interests and fixed ideas is not as auto- 
matic as some Marxists believe. People who know 
that they might benefit from public ownership of 
utilities nevertheless fear socialism as a threat to 
their individual liberty. The identification of Jew and 
radical sets against the Jew not only the wealthy con- 
servatives but all those who find in the cluster of 
accepted traditions their only anchorage in a fast 
shifting world. 

In the San Francisco Commonwealth Club section 
meeting discussing the problem of the refugees, a suc- 
cessful businessman uttered his conviction that com- 
munism was the extension of the Jewish clan idea. 
He thought that the Jews’ generosity in philanthropy 
was the outcome of his belief in sharing the wealth. 
“The way they take care of the sick and poor would 
bankrupt any government besides loading society with 
the unfit. A poor Jew has a right to demand from a 
rich Jew all he needs to set himself up in business 
on the threat of exposing him in the synagogue if he 
doesn’t.” Another discussant was inclined to believe 
that there was something to this Jewish Bolshevism 
business from the way Jews disregard privacy, their 
own or anyone else’s and from the way they let 
their mother in law’s relatives barge in for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. In Seattle, I heard a University 
of Washington athlete give this reaction to Profes- 
sor Harold Laski’s visit to the campus, “What's the 
University come to when it pays a Jew from the 
London Ghetto to come here to tell us Karl Marx 
has got more on the ball than George Washington?” 

In Portland, a waterfront employer resented the 
Jew’s prominence in the labor scene, “They may not 
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be the topflight officials but they are almost invari- 
ably the legal advisors, the research men, the nego- 
tiators, the editors and publicity men for the labor 
unions. They occupy the key positions and are teach- 
ing the unions to take every advantage of the new 
deal labor legislation — also inspired by Jews like 
Frankfurter, Cohen and Frank.” 


The reactions here recorded are typical of many 
others received from my sixty audiences. They il- 
lustrate the human hunger for a scapegoat. We kick 
the door in which we have jammed our finger. Forces 
set into operation by the Industrial Revolution are 
compelling changes which threaten the property and 
peace of mind of the comfortable. There are those 
who cannot understand the nature of these forces 
nor the complex social structure in which they oper- 
ate. It is easier and more satisfying for them to create 
a personal devil, a scapegoat and blame that trouble 
on him. The Jew offers himself today as he did in 
the past as the most available candidate. He is every- 
where. He is not strong enough to fight back effect- 
ively yet conspicuous enough to meet the require- 
ments of the propagandist. His differences from the 
non-Jew are vague and subtle enough to permit the 
Jew-baiter ample improvisation. 





What Is the Jew to Do? 


HE JEW is harassed by conflicting counsel. If he 

tries to make himself inconspicuous by withdraw- 
ing from public positions he is accused of disloyalty 
and civic ingratitude. If he joins the organizations 
which promise to relieve the pressures in our system, 
he is called a communist. Jewish leadership is stymied 
before this dilemma. Which fear must they placate, 
that of the middle class Gentile who fears the Jew 
on the grounds of his radicalism, or the fear of the 
working class Gentile who harbors the stereotype of 
the Jew as international banker? 

The fact is that we are dealing with folk lore and 
superstition where reason and logic rarely apply. Men 
are freed from superstition as they gain greater 
mastery over their environment. Failure to meet the 
problem of distribution and organization has led to 
a cultural retrogression. The Jew is caught in the 
widening area of the cultural lag. He is not powerful 
enough to do much by himself, to counteract this 
process. But he can ally himself with those demo- 
cratic forces who are trying to lengthen the economic 
bed for our growing body politic as against those 
forces who would cut the body to fit the procrustean 
bed. In this alone lies the chance of his salvation. 


Weizmann Speaks to America 


Excerpts of address delivered by Chaim Weizmann before the 
American Palestine Committee in Washington on April 30th, 1941. 


E ALL look forward to a new and just order at 

the end of this war and to an era of better 
understanding between peoples, great and small. Yet it 
remains a fact that the Jewish problem in Europe will 
not be automatically solved even by the re-establish- 
ment of democratic regimes throughout that Continent. 
Millions of Jews will have been impoverished, dis- 
located, crushed and torn out of the economic fabric 
of which they had been part. They have not only suf- 
fered with the rest but have been subjected to a very 
special treatment from the effects of which they cannot 
soon recover. Moreover, the poison which has been 
distilled and poured into the minds of youth, not only 
in the Reich, but far beyond its confines, will not be 
drained away by a military victory. It will take decades, 
if not generations, to detoxicate their minds from the 
virus of anti-Semitism. The fact must be faced that in 
postwar Europe, however reorganized, there will be 
millions of Jews who will be forced to migrate and 
seek a new existence. Whither shall they go? This is 
not a matter of concern for the Jews alone. It is of 
vital concern to the future of Europe and I venture to 
say it is of concern to the whole civilized world. There 
can be no lasting peace, stability and international 
good will, there can be no just permanent order in the 
world, which will leave out of account the vital needs 


of so large a group of human beings condemned to 
become a mass of human derelicts unless they are 
given a home and recognized and sanctioned by inter- 
national law and built up with the encouragement and 
assistance of the civilized world. That home is Pales- 
tine with which the national destiny of the Jewish 
people is linked with indestructible ties. 

I have often been told that Palestine was a difficult 
proposition. Why should we insist so stubbornly upon 
that strip of land? Why not try elsewhere? Time and 
again kind people offer me other territories—which 
they haven’t got—in all parts of the world, the most 
exotic, the most improbable, as a substitute for Pales- 
tine. Now I am a chemist and know something about 
the possibilities of synthetic substitutes but there is no 
“Ersatz” in the realm of the spirit and the ties which 
bind an ancient people to its ancestral home are not 
merely physical but spiritual. You can dump Jews any- 
where, in Abyssinia, in Madagascar, in the jungle, in 
the Gobi desert—but they will never create there a 
national home nor will the Jewish problem be solved 
thereby. 

It was said by my friend Major Cazalet that it is no 
mean achievement to have settled in Palestine, in the 
course of 20 years, something like 400,000 people, or 
perhaps slightly more, if you count the few illegals. 
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The circumstances under which this was going on were 
such as to test and try the fiber of those people who 
undertook the rebuilding and the redemption of 
Palestine. 


What is being said usually by our detractors about 
the Jews in other parts of the world? To be frank, 
what is being said about them, is that, somehow these 
Jews are not connected with the basic productive per- 
formances of the country. They are professors or chim- 
ney sweeps or trade people or shopkeepers, but they 
are not peasants and they are not porters at railway 
stations or at harbors, and so on. Out of that our 
detractors make one deduction, that the Jew, somehow, 
can only lead a parasitic existence on the body politic 
of a country which is already built up by somebody 
else, that the Jews always came into a country when 
the country was already built up and all they had to do 
was to insinuate themselves into the economic life and 
to adapt themselves. 


The whole process of Jewish life in all other coun- 
tries was a painful process of adaptation. The Jew had 
to either shrink or he had to stretch, and the history of 
the Jews outside of Palestine was a history of shrink- 
ing and stretching because he happened to come in 
always to a Procrustean bed. This bed might be quite 
comfortable and it might have plenty of pillows, but 
he has not built it, he has only adapted himself to this 
bed. 


It is difficult, but if it were easy any fool could build 
up Palestine. It is difficult and we are trying to face it 
manfully and with courage. It has been said already, I 
think, in the letter of Senator Wagner, that the test of 
the sincerity of the democracies will be how and with 
what generosity and understanding they will handle the 
Jewish problem. It is a sore. As a Jew I am sick of it; 
as Christians you must be thoroughly sick of it. It is 
about time, and I think it is not beyond the ken of the 
statesmanship of England and America. That is why it 
is so important that they should be able to find a way 
to settle this problem, particularly as a great deal of 
spade-work in Palestine has been done. 


We have proved two things: that this poor, miser- 
able country can be built up, and that the Jews can do 
it. All you have to do is to enable us to go on. . . The 
signs are there that this chance is ours; given victory, it 
will come around, and once and for all the world will 
be free from the festering sore which is the Jewish 
problem. 


I compare, in my mind’s eye, the faith of the Jews 
in Palestine, of the Greeks in Greece, with the lack of 
faith which has been shown in a very great part by 
France. I am always thinking: What has happened in 
France? It is not merely the lack of armaments. An 
army of 5,000,000 doesn’t disappear in a fortnight. It 
is not the difference in the weight of mentality. The 
people of France are just as kindly, just as sweet, just 
as freedom-loving, as they were. They are at present 
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shocked. The leaders lost their faith in themselves. 
The leaders tried to make a pact with the devil. 


The world has to choose today between two things: 
between the Bible or the Sermon on the Mount and 
Mein Kampf, and there is no bridge between these 
two. Everybody who tries to choose the golden path 
between these two extremes is bound to come a crop- 
per. And that has happened to the leaders of France. 
They thought they could make a temporary pact with 
Satan. Well, they were also realists, but they did not 
know that the real realists are those that hold the 
values which are laid down in the’ Bible and the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. You cannot destroy ideas with 
armored divisions. They will survive through torture, 
through suffering. 

Again in my mind’s eye, I think of the pronounce- 
ment made by the French leaders declaring Paris an 
“open city.”” They have saved the magnificent build- 
ings, they have saved the Louvre, they have saved the 
Arc de Triomphe, they have saved many domes and 
many cathedrals, but only piles of bricks and mortar 
out of which the soul has gone, remain. They are des- 
ecrated by the jackal of invasion. But St. Paul’s Cath- 
edral, which is wounded and bleeding, the British 
Museum, the House of Commons, the Guild Hall, 
many of the venerable buildings which are today 
bleeding on the streets of London and Coventry and 
Plymouth and Kent and all the cities and boroughs 
of England—these are the seed of the future glory of 
England which will arise more beautiful and purified. 


The path may be long, it may be difficult to tread, 
but we shall not yield to the compromise between the 
Bible and Mein Kampf. There is no quarter between 
these two. There is only one road for us. 


I am told that the wave of totalitarian agression may 
soon reach Palestine. Personally I have great confid- 
ence in the heroism and capacity of the British forces 
in the Middle East. Among them ten thousand of our 
Palestinian Jews are serving with distinction and their 
valor has been highly praised. But assuming the worst, 
what then? Is it the end of Zionism and of the Jewish 
National Home? My answer is emphatically, no. The 
fate of Zionism does not depend on the changing for- 
tunes of war. As the expression of unbreakable attach- 
ment to Palestine it is as old as the Jewish people. It 
has seen empires rise and fall and heard the tramp of 
conquering legions which came and went. The Jewish 
people survived and Zionism survived with them. 
They may destroy much that we have built with so 
much pain and love. But they cannot destroy that 
which is indestructible. The ideals and aspirations of 
the Jews for national restoration are beyond the reach 
of tanks, and guns and bombers. We may suffer the 
fate of other small nations temporarily overwhelmed. 
But when the clouds and dust of battle clear, when, as 
it must, right triumphs in the end, we shall go on 
where we left off. Our will to build is greater than any 
man’s mania for destruction. 
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Appeasement Rears Its Head 


by Nathan Keller 





MERICAN FASCISTS throughout the country 

are operating today under the guise of a “‘peace 
movement.” Peace is patriotic, peace is American, 
peace is Christian. A negotiated peace is the new 
battlecry of an army of appeasers ranging from readers 
of Social Justice to the latest spokesman for the 
America First Committee, Charles A. Lindbergh. 
Behind the new fascist party line lurk the usual fas- 
cist devices of anti-Semitism, red-baiting, assaults on 
the Administration, defamation of democracy, and the 
exaltation of national-socialism. 

Although the America First Committee is today 
probably the most extensively organized group serving 
as a transmission belt for Nazi policies, a deeper 
potential danger of appeasement lies in the vast, 
sprawling body of citizens who belong to no particular 
organization but who, nonetheless, are being coerced 
into following the fascist pattern. Readers of Social 
Justice are a case in point. Sympathizers of the Ger- 
man-American Bund, the German-American Alliance, 
the Italian circolos, and the Christian Mobilizers are 
other examples. Those who see eye to eye with Hitler 
—the Russian White Guards and many Ukrainians— 
may also be placed in that category. 

For the time being these loosely-distributed, fascist- 
minded appeasers are not organized in a single, power- 
fully-knit, nation-wide block. Not yet, at any rate. 
Danger signs, however, are growing constantly. The 
appeasement front is gradually consolidating its hold 
on a nation-wide scale, recruiting many who are or 
once were prominent in public affairs. These give it 
dignity. 

At least ten prominent organizations are currently 
engaged in conditioning the American mass mind, or 
in easing it into an acceptance of defeatism, isolation- 
ism, and an adaptation of the New Order—American 
model—as a solution to our economic problems. It 
derives its support mainly from the membership of 
subversive pro-fascists. Storm-troopers, Coughlinites 
and American Quislings are rallying to the cause of 
“peace.” In addition to these, it must be stated honest- 
ly, many are recruited who are wholly innocent of fas- 
cist sentiment. These are the confused, unseeing, un- 
fortunate citizens who are being duped into playing 
Hitler’s game in America. 


First of the recent crop of high-pressure appeasers 
was the No Foreign War Committee. Verne Marshall 
served as the “front” for George Eggleston, editor, 
and Douglas Stewart, co-publisher of Scribner’s Com- 
mentator. Verne Marshall's demise began with his 
address at Battalion Hall, Queens, last January. Speak- 
ing to a howling audience of anti-Semites, consisting 
of Christian Fronters, Paul Revere Sentinels and Chris- 
tian Mobilizers, Marshall was cheered. Present at the 





meeting was Joseph McWilliams. As promoter of ap- 
peasement Marshall declined rapidly after that. His 
New York office even stooped to distributing copies of 
The Individualist, published by Charles W. Phillips of 
Nebraska. Phillips is a close friend of Charles B. Hud- 
son, Midwest pro-fascist and friend of General George 
A. Van Horn Moseley, who once advocated that all 
refugees be sterilized. 

Operating simultaneously from Chicago, for arous- 
ing peace sentiment in the Middle West area, is the 
Citizens Keep America Out of War Committee. Hon- 
orary chairman is Avery Brundage who urged the par- 
ticipation of American athletes in the Berlin Olympics 
in 1936. He visited Berlin. When he returned he 
began to sing the praises of national-socialism. He 
hasn’t stopped singing. He is a close friend of Lind- 
bergh and served as chairman at the Lindbergh Rally 
at Soldiers’ Field in Chicago last summer. At the Jan- 
uary 23 meeting of the Committee, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Dilling, Red-baiting author of The Red Network, was 
introduced. She received an ovation from the audience. 

While Marshall worked in the East, and Brundage 
in the Middle West, fascists were busy organizing the 
Mothers of America on the West Coast. Apparently 
inspired by Father Coughlin, Soctal Justice promoted 
the Mothers movement in many of its issues. Its organ, 
American Mothers, devoted itself to: 

“ ... publicizing the activities of the National Legion 

of Mothers of America, the American Gold Star 

Mothers, the American Mothers Neutrality League, 

Mothers of Sons Forum, Mothers of American Sons, 

the Women’s Auxiliaries of the American Legion, and 

all similar Patriotic groups.” 

Under the guise of a ‘‘Mothers’ Crusade for Peace’’ 
was the famous march to Washington in protest 
against the Lend-Lease Bill. Actually the “peace 
march” was led by Mrs. Dilling, affiliated with Harry 
Jung, Chicago pro-fascist promoter of The Protocols. 
Nearly all the mothers who took part belonged to 
various units of Social Justice Clubs or to Father 
Coughlin’s network of organizations. 

The Paul Revere Sentinels, a staunch pro-Coughlin 
organization in New York, sent its own delegates to 
Washington, and devoted many of its meetings to 
appeasement talk. 

Carrying on extensive propaganda against all aid to 
Britain, and specifically against the Lend-Lease Bill, is 
the Women Investors in America. Miss Cathrine Cur- 
tis is director. In Washington it sent out thousands of 
letters, with bulky inclosures, urging coordinated effort 
against the passage of H. R. 1776. James True, notor- 
ious American fascist, Jew-baiter and intimate friend 
of Pelley, Edmondson and Deatherage, recommends 
Miss Curtis’ booklet, The March of Democracy. “It 
corrects many fallacies due to false propaganda,” he 
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said in his weekly bulletin, Industrial Control Reports. 

Anti-Semitism among appeasers runs this curious 
line of reasoning: “Jews are international bankers. 
International bankers stand to profit from war. There- 
fore this is a Jewish war. Down with the warmakers— 
the Jews.”” In order to dignify appeasement, however, 
open anti-Semitism is not encouraged at public meet- 
ings. Nonetheless, it is not deprecated when it ex- 
presses itself. For example, at the meeting of Women 
United recently at Carnegie Hall, speakers were inter- 
rupted with cries of “Jews” and “Jews are war- 
mongers.” The audience smiled. Some in the audience 
thought it to be ‘in bad taste,” but no one condemned 
it outright. They prefer the whispering method of 
anti-Semitism. 

The America First Committee is, of course, the 
leader in the negotiated peace crusade—peace on Hit- 
ler’s terms. While no known anti-Semites are listed on 
its board of sponsors, many of its mass supporters are 
known members of anti-Semitic, pro-fascist groups. 
This writer attended their meeting at Manhattan Cen- 
ter on April 23. Present were representatives of the 
Christian Front, the Mobilizers, American Patriots, 
Crusaders for Americanism, the German-American 
Bund, German-American Vocational League and many 
others of similar political sentiment. Prominent among 
the fascists present were August Klapprott and Gustav 
J. Elmer, vice president and treasurer respectively of 
the German-American Bund; Lawrence Dennis, “‘intel- 
lectual fascist,” and author of The Coming American 
Fascism; John Snow, director of the League for Con- 
stitutional Government, a pro-fascist front; George A. 
Van Nosdall, former Bund member and president of a 
viciously anti-Jewish organization (Crusaders for 
Americanism). Edward James Smythe, anti-Catholic, 
anti-Jewish member of the Ku Klux Klan also was 
present. It was Smythe who arranged the Klan-Bund 
meeting at Bund Camp Nordland, Andover, New 
Jersey, last August. 

Rallying around Lindbergh are the nation’s appeas- 
ers, just as fascists rallied around General Moseley a 
few years ago. Lindbergh, like Moseley, is the white 
knight in shining armor to lead the patriots to Chris- 
tian American Patriotism—via the fascist route. The 
conclusion that the America First Committee is playing 
the fascist game and providing the Nazi Party line 
with a transmission belt is inescapable. 

Anti-Semitism is again playing its historic role as 
scapegoat. That it is being used effectively in arousing 
mass sentiment against war is undeniable. Just as the 
depression, unemployment, the “communist’’ measures 
of the New Deal were blamed on the Jews as a race, 


by the same token, responsibility for American aid to” 


Britain—which the patrioteers look upon as un-Amer- 
ican—is blamed on the Jews. As a propaganda device, 
anti-Semitism is again proving itself highly effective. 
Catholic organizations are known to be taking a 
prominent part in the fight for isolationism. Prominent 
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among their organs has been Social Justice. For the 
past three years it has kept up a relentless fight for 
“complete American neutrality in the wars of Europe.” 
First it pleaded on the grounds of inadequate national 
defense. It has now changed its tune, and the “preser- 
vation of America” is the excuse used for isolationist 
policy. 

Most articulate of organized Catholic groups against 
war is the Anti-War Crusaders, an affiliate of the 
International Catholic Truth Society of Brooklyn. Rev. 
Edward Lodge Curran, an associate of Father Coughlin 
in the East, heads both the Society and the Anti-War 
Crusaders. Petitions for Anti-War Crusaders have been 
collected at meetings of America First, Paul Revere 
Sentinels, the Christian Front and Christian Mobilizer 
meetings. 

Prominent as an affiliate or as the ‘‘Woman’s Front” 
of The America First Committee is Women United, 
with headquarters in New York City. Mrs. Geraldine 
B. Parker, executive Secretary, was formerly an, official 
of No Foreign War. The mailing of tickets for the 
Women United rally at Carnegie Hall, April 14, was 
done at the America First offices. The mailing list of 
the Committee was used exclusively. Significant was 
the incident which took place during the speech of 
Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., on the general theme of 
tolerance. At one point in her address Mrs. Roosevelt 
deplored the presence of anti-Semitism in the country. 
A crowd in the balcony immediately burst out in 
applause. 

The Bund organ, Deutscher Weckruf und Beobach- 
ter, is currently engaged in a violent ‘crusade for 
peace” on behalf of Americanism, and patriotism. It 
goes into editorial spasms whenever the welfare of 
America is “threatened.” It quotes frequently from the 
speeches of Lindbergh and headlined Lindbergh’s tes- 
timony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee: 
“England Can’t Win—American Aid To Britain Is A 
Mistake.” 


Joseph McWilliams echoes the Bund cry at meetings 
of the Christian Mobilizers, which are now held week- 
ly in Yorkville and in Astoria. Recently, Joe declared: 
“Democracy is finished. Aid to Britain will come too 
late. Germany is too powerful and she'll sink every 
ship that America sends across.” McWilliams has also 
taken to prophecy. He claims to have foretold every 
important development on the continent. In the role of 
a seer he advocates strict American neutrality and the 
settling of ‘European quarrels by Europeans.” In the 
next breath his motives become clear: 

“Democracy is dying on its feet. The Democratic and 

Republican Parties ought to be wiped out entirely, and 

a new nationalist American party take their place. What 

we need is a new start in America. An America free of 

Jewish domination, free of Jews, free of the Morgen- 

thaus and Felix Frankfurters. The American Destiny 

Party (the political party under which he ran for Con- 

gress last year) is the party for America. America 

for Americans, and to Madagascar with the Jews.” 
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Throughout the length and breadth of the continent, 
the appeasement tide is rising slowly, formidably. It 
feeds on the anti-Semitism which since 1933 has been 
propagated intensively in almost every section of the 
country. Anti-Semitism in the aid-to-Britain issue is the 
logical consequence of anti-Semitism in the name of 
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Patriotism,” and the ‘‘Constitution.” 
It is the spearhead used by Fascist leaders to divide the 
nation, to disrupt unity and demoralize our productive 
resources. Dissension is their battlecry of the hour, 
which is exactly what Hitler has always wanted to see 
in America. 


“Americanism, 


The Failure of Ersatz Zionism 


by Abraham Revusky 





W ITH THE EXTENSION of the sphere of Nazi 

persecution in Europe, certain Jewish circles 
in the United States began to manifest a growing 
interest in projects for colonizing Jews in the Western 
hemisphere. First in chronological order of considera- 
tion was British Guiana, the malaria-infested area on 
the north coast of South America generously offered 
by the late Neville Chamberlain for Jewish coloniza- 
tion. Now the talk is about Alaska and San Domingo. 
Other territories will no doubt be sponsored in due 
time. 

Generally speaking Zionists do not object to the 
establishment of Jewish agricultural settlements out- 
side of Palestine. Insofar as such settlements might 
become a nucleus for further Jewish immigration, they 
deserve our unconditional sympathy. The urgency of 
Jewish need for emigration from Europe makes it im- 
perative that no opportunity should be missed. But we 
are duty bound to warn against attempts to present 
such colonization projects as territorial solutions of the 
Jewish problem. Efforts to build an ‘Ersatz Palestine” 
are doomed to failure. We say so not because of any 
animosity toward other attempts to solve the complex 
Jewish Question, but because we cannot ignore the 
disappointing results of previous experiments of this 
kind. 

Before speaking of one hundred thousand Jewish 
families to be settled on the soil of San Domingo or 
some other territory, Jewish leaders should carefully 
study the history of earlier attempts to colonize Jews 
outside Palestine. We particulary have in mind the 
project of Jewish colonization in Argentine which re- 
cently celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. 


Colonization in Argentine was initiated under very 
favorable conditions that seemed to augur phenomenal 
success. Argentine is an immense country, sparsely 
settled, with a healthy climate and vast expanses of 
fertile soil. The colonization of Jews was begun in 
1890 with a capital of fifty million dollars at a time 
when the purchasing power of the dollar was at least 
thrice its present value. This considerable capital—the 
largest ever donated by a single Jew for a national 
purpose—was assigned for the Argentine colonization 
project by Baron de Hirsch, a warm hearted phil- 
anthropist who dreamed of saving three million Jews 


from Czarist persecution and establishing them in 
productive agricultural work on the pampas of Ar- 
gentine. Baron de Hirsch was not a mere dreamer 
either. A practical man and possessing keen com- 
mercial and administrative abilities, he did everything 
possible to insure a rational spending of the funds. 
With such capital and objective possibilities, the re- 
sults of Jewish colonization in Argentine should have 
been much greater than anything accomplished in the 
small, poor country on the banks of the Jordan. 

But reality proved otherwise. Despite the tre- 
mendous potentialities of Argentine, the number of 
Jewish families established there on the soil did not 
exceed 3,600. Together with their family members 
and dependents they formed an agricultural popula- 
tion of 27,766 persons. The total is less than a fourth 
of the Jewish farming population in Palestine. 

Not only are the results of Jewish colonization in 
Argentine smaller than those of Palestine, but for 
some time there has been no further growth that even 
resembled the continuous progress of Jewish agri- 
culture in Palestine. In 1908 the number of farm 
households in ICA (Jewish Colonization Association) 
settlements in Argentine amounted to 2,875; in 1935 
—3,041, in 1940—3,388. * During the past 32 years 
of Jewish history, years of misery and cruel persecu- 
tion, Argentine colonization did not gain more than 
15 percent. During the same period Jewish coloniza- 
tion in Palestine increased ten fold. 

Not only were the objective conditions in Argen- 
tine more favorable to colonization than those of Pal- 
estine, the human element dealt with was also by no 
means inferior. The representatives of Baron de Hirsch 
in Russia actually selected the cream of prospective 
emigrants. Some of the ICA settlements actually con- 
sisted to the extent of 40 percent of former Jewish 
peasants in Russia, people reared since childhood in 
agricultural pursuits. Writers of that time even com- 
plained that Baron de Hirsch resettled villagers from 
southern Russia instead of concentrating on the settle- 
ment of small tradesmen from the overcrowded towns 
of Poland and Lithuania. 

Under these circumstances the question naturally 
arises: Why did not Argentie become a great center 





* All figures—based on official ICA reports—are quoted from the 
Jubilee book of the Jiddische Zeitung in Buenos Aires, 1940. 
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of Jewish colonization? Why did efforts there fail in 
settling hundreds of thousands of Jews on the soil? 

The best answer to these puzzling questions is con- 
tained in a little book dealing with Argentine coloni- 
zation written in 1909 by the late Poale Zionist leader 
Leon Khasanovitch. After a study of the situation as 
an eye witness, he reached the following conclusion: 

“All the settlements in Argentine, the new as well as 

the old, were founded on the initiative of ICA and with 

its means. There was no natural continuation of these 
efforts and no further growth of new forces on the part 
of the colonists themselves. Jewish colonization in Ar- 
gentine is not a young tree firmly rooted in the soil from 
which it derives its sustenance, continously growing tal- 
ler and broader and sprouting new branches and leaves. 

It rather resembles a house built and supported in an 

artificial way from its foundation to the roof. It re- 

mains exactly the same as it was built; moreover, it 
deteriorates with time.” (The Crisis of Jewish Coloni- 
zation in Argentine and the Moral Bankruptey of the 

ICA by Leon Khasanovitch. Stanislau, page 17, 1909. 

Yiddish) 

In a purely intuitive fashion and without being ac- 
quainted with the facts on which the above conclusion 
was based, Theodor Herzl, the founder of political 
Zionism, expressed similar views in his remarkable 
interview with Baron de Hirsch on June 2, 1895: 

“How many Jews can you colonize in Argentine with 

your own means? 15,000 or 20,000 at the most. This is 

much less than the number of Jews in Leopoldstadt 
alone (a Jewish district of: Vienna). You cannot achieve 
great results in this manner. Your effort is useless if it 
does not stimulate further colonization by other means.” 

After this interview where Jewish philanthropy and 
statesmanship met without reaching an understanding, 
Herzl wrote in his diary: The policies of an entire 
people cannot be formed without considering impon- 
derabilia. 

In this connection it is enlightening to quote a few 
words of Baron Edmund Rothschild, another great 
Jewish philanthropist, who helped Jewish colonists in 
Palestine during a critical period of their initial 
struggles. A poor organizer whose generosity was 
shamefully misused by unscrupulous administrators, 
Rotschild perfectly understood the simple truth con- 
cerning imponderabilia. In 1885, ten years before 
Herzl’s conversion to Zionism, Rotschild said to Zadok 
Kahn, then Grand Rabbi of France: 

“To be a successful farmer one must love the soil on 

which he works. He must stick to it doggedly in years 

of adversity. Jews will be able to do it only in Pales- 
tine, a country saturated with Jewish history. That’s 
why I will help to colonize Jews in Palestine only.” 

The most striking difference between Jewish coloni- 
zation in Argentine and Palestine consists in the abil- 
ity of the latter to absorb new immigrants and grow 
after the initial steps have been completed. Once 
established, settlements in Palestine generate their own 
stimuli for further growth. In Argentine however, 
when a settlement is left to its own devices after many 
years of support, it almost invariably tends to slip 
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back. The sons of the colonists gradually drift to the 
cities; their aging parents, if prosperous, think of 
spending their remaining years in Buenos Aires or 
at least in the neighboring semi-Jewish town. Their 
land is meanwhile cultivated by non-Jewish tenants 
who frequently obtain title to it after the owners die 
and their heirs in the city are ready to convert their 
land into cash. 


True, the Palestine sun also has its spots. Ideologists 
of the pure and undiluted farm life complain that 
some of the oldest settlements in Palestine became 
transformed into semi-industrial townships in the 
process of their development. But the industrial growth 
of Petach Tikva, Rehoboth, Rishon, L’Zion and others 
did not take place at the expense of their farming 
activities. All of these old settlements now raise more 
agricultural products than they did twenty or thirty 
years ago. Their industries are an additional growth. 
One should also bear in mind that when such a settle- 
ment assumes the aspect of a town, it remains an all- 
Jewish unit ‘capable of absorbing new immigrants and 
refugees. But when a Jewish agricultural settlement in 
Argentine becomes a center of urban development, 
the resulting town loses its Jewish character. The 
towns developed on the fields of Mauricio, Moses- 
ville and other successful Argentine settlements are 
largely inhabited by non-Jews. Their capacity to ab- 
sorb new Jewish immigrants is now negligible. No 
Argentine Jewish settlement became a miniature Tel- 
Aviv.* 

At the present time, when Jewish refugees from 
Nazi dominated Europe look everywhere for a haven, 
Argentine, despite the immense Jewish effort invested 
in it during the past two generations, absorbs only a 
trickle of immigration. Small Palestine absorbs more 
Jewish immigrants and refugees in one month (des- 
pite the obstacles raised by the unfriendly policies of 
the British administration) than does Argentine in a 
year. One boatload of “‘illegal’’ immigrants landed on 
the coast of Palestine brings salvation to more re- 
fugees than a year’s work by ICA in Argentine. 


Colonization in Palestine proceeds unceasingly and 
is driven by boundless idealism. Hardships in Pales- 
tine and favorable interludes in Europe failed to stop 
it. During years when Arab terror was at its height, 
during periods when it seemed that Europe was indeed 
on the road to sanity, the stream of pioneers to Pales- 
tine continued to flow. The success of Palestine coloni- 
zation was achieved by a combination of factors: in- 
dividual wills, the idealism and determination of 
thousands and the collective will power of a nation. 
Nothing of this kind happened in Argentine or in 
Biro Bidjan on the outskirts of Siberia. Nothing of 





*In the above comparison I omitted the collective settlements of Pa- 
lestine and considered only the private colonies. Such a comparison would 
have been unfair since the collective form of settlement was not attempted 
in Argentine. For purposes of compagison I took Palestine at its worst; its 
private colonies with all their faults are still a greater national achievement 
than anything created by Jews in Argentine. 





this 
is t 
ism 
doc 
tlec 


’ Tp oos 3B BB 


a ae ee ee ee ee 


May, 1941 


this kind can happen in San Domingo or Guiana. This 
is the reason why all efforts to create an Ersatz Zion- 
ism and to establish an Ersatz Palestine are finally 
doomed to failure. A number of families may be set- 
tled on the soil here and there and these may be ac- 
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companied by a larger influx of artisans and merch- 
ants. For the time being such efforts are valuable and 
will be welcomed. But no farreaching development 
as a result of such efforts should be expected. No 
functioning Ersatz Zionism will be the outcome. 


Impressions in the Soviet Capital 





by D. Lazar 


IFE IN a luxurious Moscow hotel specially ap- 

pointed for visitors from abroad is not exactly 
characteristic of everyday life in the Soviet capital. 
Such visitors pay in good foreign exchange and 
are clients of the government travel bureau Intourist. 
They constitute a separate world in the midst of 
Moscow and hardly come in contact with the life 
of the Soviet citizens. A first class hotel in Moscow, 
such as Metropol, does not differ greatly from si- 
milar hotels in other European capitals, if one over- 
looks the sloppiness attendant on many details of its 
management. But life in such a Soviet hotel is suf- 
ficiently interesting for us to devote a few observa- 
tions to it. 


The spacious lobby of the hotel is lined with soft 
and comfortably upholstered chairs. A number of 
men occupy some of them. The silent pipe smoking 
man in the nearest chair appears to be an English- 
man. He sits there seriously but with an expression 
of assured calm as if he were sitting in his London 
club. Near him there sit a number of Scandinavians, 
apparently industrialists who came to Moscow on 
business. The company in the lobby is international 
in the full sense of the word. There are visitors from 
Holland, refugees from France, and Jews from 
Germany who pass through Moscow on their way 
to the far East or South America. There are also 
a number of beswastikad German Nazis who strut 
around arrogantly. These “tourists” are mainly on 
their way to the far East. Meanwhile they pause in 
Russia while attending to their own mysterious af- 
fairs. The friendship between Russia and Germany 
has resulted in a veritable deluge of such “‘tourists’’. 
It is difficult to get rid of them and although it is 
well known that they are mostly engaged in espion- 
age work for the Nazi Reich the status of political 
relations between the two countries requires that they 
be treated cordially. On the train with us there came 
such an entire group of Nazis and we had occasion 
to see the humble scraping of the Jewish hotel 
manager. One of the Nazis arrogantly handed him 
his German passport bearing the imprint of his 
diplomatic status. We waited a long time while the 
Jewish manager took care of these honored guests 
with most unusual respectfulness. He tried hard to 


speak pure German with the “‘friendly’’ Nazi visitors 
but now and then he’d stumble and interject a good, 
juicy Yiddish word. Beads of perspiration appeared 
on the forehead of this faithful Jewish Soviet citizen 
in his effort to conform to the current “‘line” of 
Molotoff. But the recurring Yiddish words in his 
speech, a hangover from the training of his child- 
hood days, were his undoing and confused him com- 
pletely. 


While this was taking place, a German Jewish 
woman who had been on the same train stood 
aside and looked with terror at the uniformed Nazi 
visitors. When her turn arrived she tremblingly 
handed the official her German passport marked with 
a “J”, to indicate her Jewish descent. Something 
was not in order with her papers and she lacked 
some document from Intourist. But when it was 
discovered that she had real American dollars the 
difficulty was settled forthwith. The woman was on 
her way to Shanghai. 

Now and then quarrels break out between the 
hotel manager and local people, red army officers 
or communist functionaries who arrive with their 
baggage and ask for rooms. ‘““We have no rooms for 
Soviet citizens,” the manager pompously announces. 
When the Soviet guests demure, he explains: “This 
hotel is organized for the use of foreign citizens 
only.” One day a group of Soviet aviators in their 
dull blue uniforms appeared and demanded to be 
housed. The manager pleaded, but in vain. The 
situation was beginning to get serious when sud- 
denly a person in civilian clothes appeared, said 
something to the aviators and they left at once still 
muttering to themselves; life in the hotel returned 
to normal. 


In the beautiful dining room there is a large 
pool and the couples dance around it. Dinner is 
served before the dancing begins. Whoever pays 
only six dollars a day belongs to class three and 
cannot order freely from the menu. But he may 
order fish, for instance. The ‘comrade cook” then 
appears with a net and catches the fish from the 
pool. A few minutes later these fish are served at 
the table. In general the food is good and well 
prepared. A portion of meat costs fifteen rubles. A 
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complete dinner, without wine or other drinks, forty 
rubles. 

It is possible that guests with diplomatic pass- 
ports, or those with much American money, obtain 
decent rooms and facilities for washing in the 
morning. But we, guests of the third class (six dol- 
lars a day in American currency) received rooms 
without running water on the fourth floor. There 
was an ancient bowl on a special table, and when 
there was water one could wash in it. But we had 
no cause to complain. Some friends who came along 
with us did not receive even that. When they de- 
manded a bowl they were told that there wasn’t 
enough room to put it in. The management sug- 


gested that they use the tap in the public toilet. 


Since no arguments were of any avail we all took 
turns at the wash bowl in our room. 


But while there were no facilities for washing 
for the third class guests, there was a special cinema 
for the guests in the hotel, an orchestra, dancing 
and, of course, a bar where all kinds of liquors were 
sold. And to prevent the guests from wandering 
about the city unescorted there was a bureau at the 
hotel that arranged all matters for them. If one 
wished to attend the theatre, all he had to do was 
ask the girl in charge of recreation and she would 
order the tickets. She had a complete list of all 
performances written out: in German and the guest 
merely had to choose. The same was true of con- 
certs, museums or tours through the city. Only 
mention it to her and she would see to it that the 
guest go about the city properly escorted. Good 
automobiles were at the service of the guests at the 
modest fee of 24 rubles an hour. 


It appeared that few guests ever expressed an 
interest in the Yiddish theatre and when I asked for 
tickets she was surprised and smilingly asked that 
I explain the strange name of the Yiddish play. 
Several times daily, as the occasion calls for it, 
tours through the city are arranged. On such oc- 
casions Intourist assigns a guide who is tutored for 
the task and offers explanations while the car 
dashes through the streets. The comment is well 
memorized; it becomes apparent at once that the 
words are repeated for the thousandth time. All 
guides in the world are the same in this respect. 
What was especially annoying in this case, was that 
the guide took it for granted that the tourists knew 
nothing at all. Thus we would pass a statue of 
Pushkin and she would begin that ‘Pushkin was a 
great Russian poet.” 

But when we began to manifest symptoms of 
knowing something about Soviet Russia, things be- 
came even worse. Our guide suddenly became deeply 
interested in where we obtained our knowledge, how 
we got it and who we are. Hadn’t we been in Russia 
before? Had we read prohibited books? Were we fol- 
lowers of Istrati or Andre Gide, the two most 
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dangerous traitors? No, it was best to pretend com- 
plete ignorance. We therefore let her talk and re- 
mained silent ourselves. 

We were interested in seeing the interior of 
Lenin’s mausoleum in the middle of Red Square. 
But on that particular day it was closed. We did 
have an opportunity to admire the beauty of the 
Kremlin from the outside. This Soviet Olympus 
makes a strong and unforgettable impression on the 
onlooker. All the towers are surmounted by large 
five pointed stars made of valuable and luminous 
stones that reflect the lights of the city at night. 


I do not remember the exact location where the 
palace of the Soviets is being constructed. This 
will be the tallest building in the world, is Moscow's 
proud boast. The plans call for a structure twelve 
hundred feet high, and consequently the greatest 
thing in modern architecture. We saw the work 
in progress. At present the foundation is being 
excavated. Our generous guide invited us to come 
to Moscow in 1945 when the building is scheduled 
to be completed. To give us a clearer conception of 
the gigantic proportions of the building she an- 
nounced that it is planned to set up before the 
palace a statue of Lenin three hundred and sixty feet 
high. She calculated that one finger of the giant 
statue would be six feet long. 


We were deeply impressed. A finger six feet 
long is no laughing matter. But the primitive propa- 
ganda was getting to be tiresome, especially since 
it was imparted while we were passing through the 
streets at thirty miles an hour. I dared ask our guide 
to take us through the Jewish quarters of Moscow, 
if there were any. Instead of an answer there was 
a deluge of banal propaganda: “We have no Jewish 
neighborhoods. We have complete equality and 
each lives wherever he likes. We have solved the 
Jewish question a long time ago. Complete equality 
and mixed marriages are the best solution for this 
problem that all the bourgeois countries could not 
solve.” 

I now envy the group of refugees from Poland, 
among whom I had many friends, who passed 
through Moscow two weeks later and were, by 
chance, not subjected to the solicitous ideological 
cares of a Jewish guide for Intourist. They at least 
had a chance to see the city and its remnants of 
Jewish life for themselves. 


FEW months prior to my visit the Soviet press 

joyfully announced the successful completion 
of the “passport project”. Under this project the 
papers of all Moscow residents were examined. It 
was stressed that this time the job was accomplished 
with true Stakhanovite speed. The right to reside in 
Moscow was not renewed for everyone. The pass- 
ports of those engaged in regular employment were 
renewed. People in the city on legitimate business 
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were granted temporary permits. Others had to 
leave Moscow. 

For Moscow is the model city of the Soviet 
Union. It is the center for tourists and diplomatic 
representatives and is maintained as the show window 
of Russia. Only reliable elements, people who 
are well-fed, content with their lot and satisfied with 
the regime are therefore permitted to reside in 
Moscow. The dissatisfied, the embittered, the hungry 
and the shabbily dressed must find room in some 
other city on the vast expanse of Russia. The capital 
is only for the chosen who will present a cheerful 
appearance before strangers who come to see Mos- 
cow or even merely pass through it. The Soviet gov- 
ernment takes good care of these chosen ones. Any 
person who has observed the crowds on the streets 
of Baku or Minsk or who has entered a store in 
those cities would be surprised at what he sees in 
the capital. In Moscow people are dressed more or 
less decently, the poverty one sees in other cities 
is not so obvious here, the big stores are full of all 
kinds of goods and there is hardly any standing in 
line to buy supplies, a phenomenon that is an integ- 
ral part of the landscape of other Soviet cities. 

But despite the solicitude of the authorities to 
provide the Moscow population with adequate food 
supplies, the city is still far from being a center of joy 
and gaiety. The general impression conveyed by a 
Moscow street is one of gloom. People’s faces are 
sombre and bear an expression of weariness un- 
relieved by joy or cheer. They apathetically gather 
at the corners while waiting for the traffic signal to 
change, they apathetically stand in line at the bus 
stations and when they enter a store to make a pur- 
chase there is a morbid seriousness about the trans- 
action. Not an extra word is said; they ask for some 
article, obtain it and leave in silence. For silence is 
a good antidote against many kinds of trouble, since 
one can never be certain that the person next in line 
is not connected with the secret police. People are 
therefore silent in the street cars, in the buses, in 
the subway that is Moscow’s pride. 

_The tendency toward improving the city is notice- 
able everywhere. Moscow’s subway is really the last 
word in subway construction. Each station is built 
according to a special plan and the most gorgeous 
of all is the Maiakovsky station (named after the 
famous revolutionary poet) all done in marble. On 
Gorki street large crowds gathered to watch the 
miracle of an entire row of houses being moved in 
order to widen the street. The tenants were not 
disturbed during the process. ‘The women con- 
tinued to cook or to darn their husbands’ torn socks 
while the houses were dragged on rollers for a 
distance of sixty feet. On Pushkin Square the statue 
of the famous poet was moved to a more prominent 
spot and was also considerably raised — this as an 
expression of appreciation and admiration for Push- 
kin. Since the day Lenin expressed his admiration 
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for Pushkin’s poetry in preference to the work of 
other poets in a conversation with a delegation of 
young communists, everything has been done to 
honor Pushkin. 

In general there is an intensification of Russian 
national feeling in the Soviet Union (the old inter- 
nationalist slogans have long since been trimmed to 
the core) and along with this feeling there is a 
tendency to accentuate an appreciation of the past. 
It was not an accident that the two most important 
theatres in Moscow simultaneously presented plays 
whose heroes were Kutusoff, the Russian general 
who triumphed over Napoleon, and Suvoroff, an- 
other general who subdued the Polish rebellion 
under Kosciusco in 1794 and perpetrated a great 
slaughter among the Jews of Warsaw. Peter the 
Great is today one of the most highly praised heroes 
in the Soviet Union and a big statue of him has 
been erected in Leningrad (the city he founded) on 
the sea shore. This rediscovery of the “heroes” of 
the past led to some strange paradoxes. In the 
Ukraine, Bogdan Chmelnitsky is being idolized, the 
same Chmelnitsky who waded through the blood 
of Jews in 1648 and has gained such a prominent 
niche among the tormentors of Jews throughout the 
ages. It was disgusting to watch the degradation of 
the Soviet Jewish newspapers in Kiev and Minsk as 
they published articles in praise of Chmelnitsky on 
the occasion of the presentation of a play about 
him. Not a spark of self-respect, not a word about 
his bloody record among the Jews. 

This is the way of revolution. After it has te- 
arranged the social ladder it becomes conservative 
and begins to treasure the historic past without dis- 
crimination. Whoever refuses to be swept along by 
the nationalist tide is looked upon as a traitor or 
a... Trotzkyist. 

The tendency to glorify the past has had some 
repercussions among Jews as well, but not in the 
direction of establishing a positive attitude toward 
past Jewish cultural values among the Jewish com- 
munists. There have been isolated instances of ap- 
pteciation of Jewish historical personalities such as 
Bar Kochba, about whom a book was published, and 
Yehuda Halevi, whose 800th anniversary was cel- 
ebrated by the press. But Halevi’s Zion songs, a 
significant part of his work, were not even men- 
tioned. If there were any consistency in the approach 
of those who set the Jewish cultural standards in 
Russia, they would be led toward a recognition of 
the place of the Hebrew language in Jewish cultural 
history and toward the study of the Bible as a national 
cultural creation. But it is too much to expect 
such a development, even though it would be in 
general agreement with the prevailing trend in the 
Soviet Union. Jewish communists in Russia would 
need to be more courageous than they are for such a 
step that would involve a changed attitude toward the 
hated and persecuted Hebrew language. 
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The day after I arrived in Moscow I noticed a 
number of workmen erect a platform in front of 
the Metropol Hotel. I was curious but did not care 
to be too inquisitive about their work. On the third 
day the purpose of their labor became clear. They 
set up and decorated a big pine tree. This too was 
a manifestation of the return to old traditions. 
During recent years Christmas trees were reintro- 
duced throughout Russia, at a command from above, 
of course. It is true that all connection with Christ- 
mas is being denied. It is said that the trees are 
used to celebrate the beginning of the new year. 
But they are prepared well enough in advance to 
be ready and illuminated on Christmas. 


Hellas In Chelsea 


by Marie Syrkin 
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Concessions are thus made to the one time dom. 
inant religion as well, perhaps, as a gesture of com- 
promise and conciliation to the millions who still 
remember the pre-revolutionary past. And once 
this custom has been reintroduced it becomes more 
than a custom, it becomes a law. The old slogans 
about religion being opium for the people, slogans 
that were once painted in huge letters on many walls 
in the cities, are now gone. The members of the 
Communist party in Russia have become indifferent 
to the matter of religion. Only the Jewish commu- 
nists, who insist on being more catholic than the 
Pope, still continue to battle God with religious 
fervor. 


The battles in Europe as reflected in 
a New York high school class room. 





T HE ITALIAN boys in my English class didn’t 
like the reference to Thermopylae. It was in a 
poem, and of course only Levinthal, the German 
refugee, knew about Leonidas, but the general notion 
of Greek heroism was objectionable. 

“That's propaganda” said Spaloni. Near him 
Contades sat silently, offering no rejoinder, but 
Watson raised his hand resolutely. 

“It is not. Look at them now. The Greeks are 
swell fighters.” 

The Italian boys grew tense. Napolitano, who is 
always gay and good-natured, took the floor agitat- 
edly: “They had the British there all the time. It’s 
a lot of propaganda.” 

My pupils are mostly Irish and Italian, with a 
smattering of Greeks, Slavs and Jews. We rarely 
have political discussions but Thermopylae set them 
off. 

This was before the Nazis had come in, and 
the Greeks were still driving the Italians before 
them. My Italian boys were bitter and _self-con- 
scious; perhaps there had been taunts in the school- 
yard. They didn’t want to hear about Thermopylae 
even in a poem. I had not thought of that. We were 
supposed to inculcate “tolerance”, and the poem 
had seemed ideal for the purpose. Various immi- 
grants were described in it, the poet elaborately 
enumerating the cultural contribution of each stock 
— akind of Common Ground in verse. The Italians 
had gotten quite a tidy assortment of compliments 
— Columbus, Michael Angelo, Dante and Julius 
Caesar. The Jews came away with the prophets and 
Christ; the Greeks emerged with Socrates, Homer 
and Thermopylae. But Thermopylae, past or pres- 
ent, was hard for Spaloni to swallow. After all, 
Caesar was dead while “lies” about Greek valor 
were being broadcast by radio and press. 


I knew how Spaloni felt and I was sorry, but 
this was a class in New York and we were sup- 
posed to be objective. Besides there was Contades 
sitting quietly. And, furthermore, how about the 
sanctity of historic fact? One couldn’t annihilate 
Thermopylae — not yet at any rate. 


I heard one boy whisper: “I bet she’s Greek.” 

I thought of my ancestors at Sinai and announced 
sententiously: “We are all Americans.” 

Reilly raised his hand: “They’re just trying to 
get us into war. Look at what the British did to 
India.” 

In another moment, I knew the complete arsenal 
provided by the Daily Worker and Social Justice 
would appear on the scene. It was a futile discus- 
sion, and besides we were getting away from tol- 
erance and the virtues of each immigrant strain. 

I called on Levinthal. “Sum up the main point 
of the poem.” ‘ 

Levinthal distinguished himself as usual, but I 
was not happy. I knew that of all the remote 
literary references explained, only one had made a 
dent — Thermopylae, but a degraded Thermopylae 
on which the shadow of “propaganda” had been 
cast. 

At the end of the period, Contades came up to 
me. He asked shyly: “Would you like to see some 
Greek dances? In the summer we dance in Van 
Cortland Park, but now some of us dance in a 
studio.” 

I went to see the dancing that Saturday night. It 
was held in a large loft used by two Greek artists 
as a studio. Several times a month a group of young 
Greeks would meet for folk dances. Some of 
them had received training and all knew authentic 
native dances as they had been danced for genera- 
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tions in Thessaly, or Crete, or along the slope of 
Mount Olympus. 

It was nearly ten P. M. when I arrived, and they 
had already been dancing for several hours. Every- 
body wore street clothes — the boys had removed 
their jackets — and looked flushed and touselled. 
They were resting as I came in; the dark hot faces 
might have been those of any Mediterranean people 
— Italian, Spanish. Then they resumed the dance 
to the music of Greek records on a phonograph. 

They danced as a group, never in couples, and 
apparently any number could join the round. The 
sex of the dancer didn’t matter. In some of the 
simpler, gayer dances they moved circlewise, a 
good deal as in the Palestinian hora. In the slower 
dances, a leader headed the dancers who followed 
his involutions in a kind of winding, ceremonial 
procession. But whatever the step, slow or swift, 
gay or grave, the dance followed some pure, age- 
less pattern, clear and precise as though traced in 
marble. With their measured gestures, their exalted, 
uplifted faces, these boys and girls might have 
stepped from a frieze on the Parthenon. They 
danced with a profound decorum, a sense of dedica- 
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tion, which I had never seen in folk dances. None 
of the good earthiness of the usual peasant dance 
was there. Completely unsensual, joyous rather than 
jolly, these dancers were still performing some im- 
memorial rite. It was Hellas dancing — Hellas in 
cheap 14th Street clothes but Hellas nevertheless in 
its clarity, its exquisite cultivated grace. 

A Greek writer and a Greek politician (so he . 
was described) were among the guests — short, 
paunchy middle-aged men, a far cry from Phidias. 
Occasionally they would leave their glasses of honey- 
colored wine and plates of nuts, and would join 
the dancers. The writer led the dance once or twice, 
holding one end of a handkerchief delicately, while 
the next dancer held the other end. He was un- 
expectedly light despite his figure — a Silenus 
among the maidens, but restrained and purified by 
art just as much as the fleet, faunlike boy from 
Crete or the girl with the profile of Pallas. 

Nobody mentioned the war in the course of the 
entire evening, but they danced, hour after hour, 
the luminous, unconquerable dances of Greece. 

“Next summer,” said Contades as I left, “you 
must see us dance in Van Cortland Park.” 


Jewish Student Experiment 


by Reuven Frank 


In a large mid-western university Jewish students attempt to 
organize. A record of a frantic and in the end futile effort. 





T WAS a large, state-controlled university of 

seven thousand and more students, with large 
arts, medicine, dentistry and engineering faculties, 
smaller faculties such as forestry and physiotherapy, 
and several affiliated theological colleges. There were, 
as I remember, more than five hundred Jewish stu- 
dents, less than two hundred in Arts, more than 
two hundred in medicine, fifty or so each in Dent- 
istry and Engineering, and the rest scattered. Some- 
what more than half of the general student body 
was from outside the large industrial city where 
the university was located; substantially less than half 
of the Jewish students were from out of town. 


The history of what we may call the Jewish 
student movement at this university was perhaps not 
typical — no such history can be typical. But there 
are several problems that we faced which are faced 
everywhere, since the anatomies of student life, Jew- 
ish communal life, and Jewish student life have 
certain common denominators everywhere. And the 
record of the two years, from 1938 to 1940, is an 
interesting one in and of itself. 


There had once been a Menorah Society chapter 
on our campus, but it was a thing of the past eight 
years before we were freshmen. No one knew why it 





died. The only indication of it that was left was 
the occasional pompous and pointless statement of 
some older graduate who always approached our 
problems with ‘Well, when I was a member of 
Menorah... .” 


At the beginning of the period under considera- 
tion, there was a small Avukah group, feebly totter- 
ing on its last legs. It had been organized ten or more 
years before by an ardent and influential group of 
young Zionists who objected to the policies of Men- 
orah. It had started as a small, exclusive and vigorous 
Zionist circle, but when Menorah passed on, it in- 
discreetly took over what it conceived to be its re- 
sponsibilities as the only Jewish student organiza- 
tion on the campus. It announced the fact in the 
students’ handbook, and threw open its general meet- 
ings. It combed the registration lists for its mailing- 
list, and managed to get almost a hundred students 
for its opening meeting, nearly as many for its clos- 
ing, election meeting and twenty or fifteen or even 
ten to each meeting held during the year, a small, dis- 
couraged group. 


At the beginning of the school year 1938-1939, 
the president of Avukah informed us that he was re- 
signing. He was staying out of school for a year, and 
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leaving town. This was just as well: he knew nothing 
of Avukah or of Zionism, but wanted an office and 
his name in the handbook, so he had brought the 
cohorts of his fraternity — Avukah never insisted 
on membership cards for election meetings since 
there were never enough paid-up members to hold 
a respectable election — and he and his running- 
mate were elected. When he resigned, the presidency 
was left lying around, and finally forced on a con- 
scientious and knowledgeable medical student, a 
member of the Young Poale Zion, who accepted 
with reluctance. He was nearing the end of his 
medical course and had that to worry about. That was 
always our trouble, finding someone with both the 
ability and the time. The old-timers used to tell us 
that they did, but we never could. 

That was in October. For several months organized 
Jewish student life was non-existent. There was no 
one to take the initiative, and no channel through 
which it could be taken. Avukah was dormant and 
dying. And yet, the student body would have particip- 
ated, even though passively and inconsistently, had 
there been vigorous leadership. The students were 
not actively interested in Jewish matters — they had 
come to university for other things — but neither 
were they hostile. It is this fact and the wasted 
potentialities that make the subsequent record so dis- 
heartening; those who were in a position to take 
the lead got tangled up in politics of the lowest 
order, and, when there’ finally did appear some 
promise out of the chaos, a few individuals in the 
community killed it. It is all a sordid story bound 
with futility and frustration, and the end was that 
no Jewish life on the campus remained. 

Everything started when Avukah withdrew from 
its national organization. For several years the central 
office had been operating under a decided leftist 
tinge. Certainly the national organ (called, with 
questionable appropriateness, Student Action) showed 
a definite Trotskyite bias. Today they claim that it 
is all changed, but only a few weeks ago, a reporter 
from the New York Post was astonished to find a 
Hunter College girl distributing anti-British leaf- 
lets, and claiming that she was “not a Communist, 
but a Zionist’ i. e. a member of Avukah. How- 
ever true this may or may not be of the national 
scene as a whole, it still applies to an alarming ex- 
tent to most of New York’s colleges. It is little 
wonder, then, that our group became thoroughly 
disgusted with Avukah’s Zionism according to Marx, 
and blind anti-British attitude. We sent a bitter 
letter demanding an answer to the charges of Trots- 
kyism within a certain period, or we would with- 
draw automatically. “If we must take orders, we 
would rather take them from Jerusalem than from 
Mexico City.” I remember we thought that sentence 
particularly clever. 


Then we set up an investigating commission to 
find out what was wrong with previous Jewish or- 
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ganizations on the campus, and what could be done 
about it. To represent all possible shades of opinion, 
rather than numerically dominant groups, we invited 
representatives from each fraternity and'a group of 
non-organizational people, some of whom knew 
nothing of Judaism beyond kosher delicatessen, and 
several not even that. The commission met several 
times during the Christmas vacation, and talked 
banalities. Our chief problem was to find out why 
Menorah had expired, but whenever we asked a 
former member of that body, the invariable answer 
was, “Oh, hell, you know how these things are.” 
But we didn't. 

There was talk, and more talk, and finally we re- 
commended the formation of a Jewish Students’ So- 
ciety, embracing, supposedly, all the Jewish students 
on the campus, whether they wanted to be embraced 
or not. From the time our recommendation was 
made, starting with the committee meetings and the 
arguments about the constitution, and continuing 
right through to the collapse of the whole structure, 
we were in the midst of it, a handful of people with 
an ideal sloshing through the muck where it was 
thickest. The constitution was a compromise de- 
signed to placate the powerful fraternities who 
numbered half of the Jewish students, and the 
split between fraternity and non-fraternity began. 

The split was never to end. The lines were not 
drawn hard and fast, but the fighting was bitter 
and the intrigue was mean. All we wanted was 
some sort of organized Jewish life at the university, 
but we created a Frankenstein. Militants and radicals 
tried to get hold of the yet unborn organization, and 
all the assimilationists and “‘hush-hush”’ advocates lined 
up and blasted. We had invented a new and fascinat- 
ing game — let’s play Jewish organization, let’s call 
each other names, let’s obstruct and destroy, let’s 
build a powerful machine and fight. It is impossible 
to put down here all the petty devices and under- 


hand methods that were used indiscriminately on 


both sides. But the general outlines of the battle can 
be sketched, and the way the various cliques and 
groups among our five hundred and so Jewish 
students reacted can be indicated. 


ALF OF our Jewish students were members of 

fraternities or sororities — there were five of 
the former and three of the latter. We could have 
ignored them, and treated their members as indi- 
viduals, but we knew that we needed a vested inter- 
est in the new Jewish Students’ Society, and they 
were the only ones who could accept it, so we tried 
to involve them directly on the executive. From 
then on, that was one of the major issues, and 
certainly the one that caused the most bitterness. At 
first some of the fraternities agreed, and some re- 
mained aloof, but as we grew in strength, those who 
had been aloof began to fight the organization with 
everything at their command. To understand what 
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followed you must understand the general scene as 
regards Greek letter societies. Jewish fraternities at 
the nation’s universities are a strange phenomenon, 
since the Jewish student body is usually quite well- 
knit and the division between “‘fraternarians’” and 
“barbarians” is artificial. For this very reason, those 
involved accentuate it and the whole question be- 
comes more of an issue than it does on the general 
campus. At our university there was no inter-fra- 
ternity council, because the non-Jewish fraternities 
were afraid to form one lest they have to admit the 
Jews. 

Among our eight fraternities and sororities there 
was a great deal of diversity, and a few rather in- 
teresting contrasts. 

There was Alpha, a rich man’s fraternity, still 
imbued with the rah-rah spirit and featured by 
much drinking and wenching and wild spending. 
During most of the organizational stage the mem- 
bers of Alpha refused to endorse the Jewish Stu- 
dents’ Society, because they claimed to belong to 
an international non-sectarian organization — the 
one that Vincent Sheean once belonged to — and 
their Supreme Prior, or whatever he was called, 
was a Catholic clergyman. They ignored the fact 
that there were by then no undergraduate non- 
Jews in any chapter of that organization, and on 
our campus there never had been. Also they didn’t 
want anybody “speaking for them,” since they did 
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not feel that one Jew’s action was any other Jew’s 
responsibility. We had never claimed that it was, 
and were certainly not organizing a purely anti- 
defamation group. But even if we had, the fact 
that their antics had been giving the whole Jewish 
student body a bad name made their approach a 
little bit silly. 

Then there was Beta, the poor man’s fraternity, 
where most of the members were in arrears on 
their dues, and usually paid them out of part of 
their hard-earned summer’s wages. They were up- 
starts, looked down upon by the older groups, until 
they outstripped the others in pledges because of 
the personality and sincerity and genuine comrade- 
ship of their members. Collectively, they were not 
as intelligent as the Alpha group nor were they all 
of modest means. But there were some of the 
most outstanding men on the campus among their 
members, and they were genuine. Their background 
was, for the most part, a far cry from the assimila- 
tionist or nouveau riche background of the Alphas. 
They were not particularly interested in Jewish mat- 
ters, but they did have a Jewish background. They 
promised co-operation, endorsation, the use of their 
frat house for executive meetings, and a hearty wel- 
come to the campus — but we never could get their 
members out to meetings. 

The Gamma fraternity was the oldest Jewish fra- 
ternity on the campus — and once the richest. 
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During the rushing season Alphas and Betas alike 
would be sure to take their prospects past the pala- 
tial house opposite the campus and tell them, “The 
Gammas once built that house, but they lost it and 
look at them now.” It was, indeed, a matter of 
looking at them now. It was incredible that a group 
of young university students should so readily take 
on the odor of old departed grandeur. They were 
a small, ineffectual group, living in the past as 
recorded in their scrap-books, and the stories of 
the affluence of their chapters at other universities. 
They were passively co-operative — until the al- 
umni, who had known other days, threw a wrench 
in the works. Usually, the undergraduate members of 
all fraternities were co-operative, but when they 
took their reports to the meetings, the alumni tried 
to destroy everything. This gave us an insight, for 
the first time, into what had happened to Menorah, 
almost a decade before. 

The Deltas were a professional medical fraternity, 
headed by none other than Dr. Morris Fishbein. 
Their local chapter was large and influential, al- 
though, since it was the only Jewish medical fra- 
ternity, its social make-up was diversified. They were 
variously co-operative and obstructive, but, always 
dealing as they were with the realities of human 
viscera, they were at least straightforward. They en- 
dorsed our group, but promised to co-operate only 
when they agreed. Despite heavy schedules, we 
could always count on their representative at ex- 
ecutive meetings, and a good sized group representa- 
tion at general meetings. 

The Epsilons were the fifth fraternity, professional 
dental, small, houseless, and overwhelmed by a 
sense of inferiority. They claimed they were not 
informed in time to send a representative to the in- 
vestigating commission, and withdrew in a huff. 
Whether this was their inferiority complex or just 
an easy way of not being bothered is hard to tell. In 
any event, we did not hear from them again until 
we drafted one of their members for the presidency. 

The sororities were Chi, Phi and Psi, correspond- 
ing in a small, feminine way, to Alpha, Beta and 
Gamma. More than that, the members of each of 
Alpha, Beta and Gamma mingled more readily with 
their congener among Chi, Phi, and Psi than with 
any other group. This unique phenomenon was not 
absolute, but it shows a remarkable degree of social 
stratification. There was one intelligent girl in the 
Chi group, whom we made our secretary; after a 
bitter fight, she brought her chapter around. Phi fol- 
lowed their own inclinations and Beta’s lead, and 
Psi followed the rich Chi group. There was no 
real fight from the sororities. 

By March, 1939, we were finally out of the com- 
mittee stage. For three months we had wallowed so 
in politics we lost sight of our aims and purposes. 
An organization of all the Jewish students at the 
campus, a social centre for the out-of-towners, a 
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cultural centre — we had dreams of setting up 
study groups, including a Zionist group to replace 
Avukah — and, if need be, an authoritative anti- 
defamation group. 

There was: very little anti-Semitism on our cam- 
pus. Registration was completely unrestricted, but 
the faculty was closed to Jews except for one or two, 
and later a few German refugees who could not 
be denied. A fascist student group appeared, but 
it was short-lived, with no help or hindrance from 
us. Unimportant but painful incidents cropped up 
from time to time to remind us that for all their 
smoothness, there was anti-Semitism latent among 
staff and students — latent, never really active. 
However, there was a comfort in having a respon- 
sible body ready to act, and it was a powerful selling- 
point. 

Those of us who were closely connected with the 
movement knew deep down that there was no hope 
for a really vigorous organization. We felt that 
there should be one, but we knew the situation. We 
did want, however, at least a skeleton that could 
invite B’nai Brith to establish a Hillel Foundation— 
that was what we really needed, and perhaps we 
could get it this way. During those early months of 
1939 Hillel became a magic word, but only for a 
few of us; we were afraid to say so out loud lest 
we alienate the fraternities. 

A general meeting was called in one of the smal- 
ler auditoriums on the campus. Two hundred people 
turned out — and bedlam broke loose. It became a 
matter of rich against poor, fraternity against non- 
fraternity, Jew against pseudo-Jew, and they fought. 
Well on towards midnight, until the caretaker threw 
us out, all two hundred of us, we argued and 
wrangled. A few Communists got up and tried to 
thrust their model of the torch of the oppressed working 
class into our hands, and only by a hair’s breadth 
did we sidestep the doubtful honor. The Alphas 
lined up and blasted at the whole idea, and man- 
aged to be insulted at every rebuttal. 

“Jewish students have no right to segregate them- 
selves,” they said. 

“But what about the Student Christian Move- 
ment, and the Christian Fellowship, and the New- 
man Club and the Giovanezza Italiana and all the 
others?” 

“They have a right to, but we are not in a po- 
sition...” 

One of the more militant lower classmen could 
not stomach this and jumped up shouting, “Who- 
ever circumcised you Alphas should be shot.” 

“You have no right to make a fraternity issue 
out of this. We're speaking as individuals.” 

“But you created the fraternity issue. I’m as good 
a fraternity man as any one of you although thank 
God I don’t belong to your. . .” 

“Mr. Chairman, I demand .. .” 
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It was decided that we hold another meeting 
within the next month, and it was the same thing 
over again. This time we were wise enough to hold 
the meeting off the campus, in the vestry chambers 
of one of the synagogues, and it was almost one 
o'clock in the morning when we stopped. The Little 
White Father of the Gammas, an alumnus of five 
or more years, charged that it was all “an Avukah 
plot to get members” and that those interested were 
“just a pack of Reds’. We elected a temporary 
executive, and let it go for the year. Next Septem- 
ber we would get to work. 

And next September we got to work. The same 
wrangling went on over and over again at the 
executive meetings, but the general meetings listened 
respectfully. to eminent speakers and no one fought. 
The attendance dwindled, but was never below 
fifty, in contrast to the five paid-up members Avu- 
kah had in its last year. We got one of the local 
physicians to show travelogues to raise money for 
the refugee relief fund we were sponsoring jointly 
with the Student Christian Movement. We were 
going to bring down a Zionist speaker to talk on 
modern Palestine, but there was opposition on the 
executive, so we swallowed the insult rather than 
fight the matter. We had to hang on to the skeleton: 
there must be a Hillel Foundation! 


As for the original group, they were not pro- 
minent on the executive, only the secretary and I, in 
a minor position, remained. We did manage to push 
through our slate of officers, but we had great dif- 
ficulty convincing anyone to stand for election. 
During the last year, 1939-1940, our president was 
chosen by this group (and elected over the former 
president of Avukah who had gone out of town 
on a job, and was back seeking an office) because 
he was in a position to do something. He had con- 
nections with B'nai Brith, but it was just luck that 
he did work, once he was elected to office. 


I don’t know how it was accomplished, but in 
May, 1940, several of us received cards from the 
local chapter of B’nai Brith, asking us to come to 
a meeting with Dr. A. L. Sachar, head of the Hil- 
lel Foundation movement. We found the meeting 
had almost the same complexion as an executive 
meeting of the Jewish Students’ Society, but even 
the disproportionately large group of Alphas con- 
tributed to the unanimous acceptance of the idea. 
Some of them suddenly manifested a humanitarian 
interest in the less than two hundred Jewish stu- 
dents at a small college upstate which had no such 
institution, but they were either too overawed or 
afraid to express open disapproval. 

It was all settled. B’nai Brith was willing to 
establish a Hillel Foundation on our campus, and 
pay a full-time director; the president of the uni- 
versity was cordial, even enthusiastic; the student 
representatives were fully agreed. Two years of 
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wrangling and mud-slinging and unedifying politics 
and futile waste had finally brought results. The strug- 
gle was over and we had reached the happy ending. 


But there is an epilogue to our little story. I have 
been informed that as yet no Hillel Foundation has 
been established on our campus — that no Hillel 
Foundation will be established on our campus for 
a long, long time, if ever. A small influential mi- 
nority in the Jewish community, a group of the 
more respected Jews, those who came of old fami- 
lies, those who had achieved distinction, and, espe- 
cially, those who had money, had decided that this 
was certainly no time to establish a Foundation. A 
period of international emergency, they said, was 
no time for this type of expansion. Feelings were 
running high everywhere, and everyone would jump 
at the chance to point at the Jew, no matter how 
actually harmless or even constructive was the 
thing he was doing. The Jew, you know, must al- 
ways be more careful than the other fellow, and we 
are conspicuous enough already. You know that. The 
group included our reform rabbi, the chief oligarch 
of the “democratic” movement in our community, 
and the head of our local United Jewish Charities. 


They took their unctuous talk and their ten-cent 
sympathetic attitude to B’nai Brith executive meet- 
ings, and to the general body. Their influence carried 
the day and the project was dropped. Against what 
was the expressed wish of the Jewish students, ex- 
pressed through as representative a body as it was 
ever possible to get, against what I believe would 
be the desire of the Jewish community, over-riding 
the intelligent planning and counsel of Dr. Sachar, 
who is far wiser than they, they have destroyed the 
possibility of a cultural center for Jewish students. 
No one asked these people, but they came where 
they were not invited and destroyed what was not 
theirs. Ostrich Judaism claimed another victim. 
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The Month In Palestine 


by Shulamith Schwartz 





The War 


What direct repercussion the situation in the Eastern 
Mediterranean will eventually have in Palestine, only time 
will tell, but in the meantime the waters of Haifa Bay 
have been mined; A.R.P. work has been intensified in 
both Haifa and Tel-Aviv (which latter now has 7000 
A.R.P. volunteers); and British civil and military author- 
ities have bolstered the control station on the Syrian 
border to prevent infiltration into Palestine of Nazi pro- 
paganda which has been causing nationalist agitation in 
Syria. According to the Palestinian authorities, the Syrian 
demonstrations were directly traceable to an abruptly 
ended visit to Beirut of a German “commercial” envoy. 

Jewish troops from Palestine are known to have been 
fighting with the British and Anzacs in Greece, but the 
majority of them seem to be in Egypt, Libya and Italian 
East Africa. A remarkable tribute to their work in the 
capture of the important base of Keren in Eritrea was 
paid recently by a British war correspondent who had 
returned to Cairo from the Sudan: they displayed what 
their commanding officer considered extraordinary courage 
in advancing over a large front, picking off individual 
enemy posts and taking prisoners with very slight casual- 
ties to themselves, and then most successfully covering the 
left flank of the advance on Keren, cutting off the Italians 
and helping to take 2000 prisoners. This incident, the cor- 
respondent said, was only one of those that prompted 
General Wavell to write a few weeks ago in a Cairo paper 
that “the Palestinian Jewish units did fine work. They 
showed remarkable courage and a splendid spirit of self- 
sacrifice.” 

As far as is known, no Palestinians are included among 
the British soldiers taken prisoner by the Nazis in Libya. 
Striking evidence was given once again of the Yishuv’s 
ardent desire to make its maximum military contribution. 
Soldiers’ Day was celebrated on April 15, and at the 
large public meetings addressed by Shertok, Gruenbaum 
and Ben Zvi, the readiness of at least 40,000 additional 
young men to be called up was stressed. 10,000 Jews are 
already serving, 40 of them commissioned officers, but in 
the face of the threat to Egypt the Government was 
urged, for Britain’s own sake, not to delay any longer 
the full utilization of the Yishuv’s manpower and re- 
sources. 


Immigration 


Despite the constant extension of military operations 
to more and more of Europe, immigrants have been man- 
aging to come through into Palestine as a result of the 
devoted efforts of the Jewish Agency’s Immigration De- 
partment representatives. Over 1,300 persons, 600 of 
them Youth Aliyah boys and girls, arrived in March, 
and though the figures for April are not yet complete 
we know that 500 persons arrived early in the month 
mainly from Hungary, Jugoslavia, Bulgaria and Ruma- 
nia, and that during the last week groups from Greece 
have been coming in. During the first week in April the 
“New York Times” carried an interesting dispatch from 
Istambul, quoting news items in the Turkish press about 
a “gift” of 1000 Turkish pounds made to the Red Crescent 
(the Moslem equivalent of the Red Cross Organization) 
by the Jewish Agency’s Immigration Office in Istambul in 
recognition of the assistance accorded by the Turkish 
authorities to Jewish refugees from the Balkans on their 
way to Palestine. 


The Economic Front 


At a recent meeting of the Council of the Labor Federa- 
tion it was pointed out that new immigrants can now be 
absorbed easily since unemployment has been very much 
reduced by volunteering for the army, increased work in 
mixed farming. and industry, the successful transfer of 
1000 unemployed citrus workers to the labor villages, and 
the prospects of more work in the citrus groves as a 
result of the Palestine Government’s recently announced 
scheme to enable banks to make advances to citrus planters 
for the maintenance of their groves through 1941 and 
1942. ‘The advances, amounting to 544,000 pounds, will 
be granted at the rate of three and a fifth pounds per 
dunam. 


Cultural Life 


If variety and depth of cultural interests signify com- 
muna] health, the Palestinian Jewish community’s vitality 
has evidently been in no way impaired by the war and 
the uncertainty of the future. A touchingly beautiful an- 
niversary celebration was recently held, bringing to the 
fore proof—if that is still needed—of the miracle achieved 
in Palestine by Jewish settlers. Hedera, the large citrus 
growing settlement on the coastal plain, commemorated 
its halfcentury of existence. It is now a busy, highly 
modern country town of 7000 inhabitants, a bus traffic 
center, the possessor of fine communal buildings, the 
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“mother” of surrounding workers’ suburbs and collective 
labor groups. Beautiful orange groves encircle it, but on 
its town council still sit men who remember the malarial 
swamps to which to a few score Ukrainian and Lithu- 
anian youthful members of the Hovevei Zion movement 
insisted on coming in 1891. The idealistic young doctor, 
Hillel Jaffe, who helped them conquer malaria, thought 
they were divinely mad for not leaving, and the grave- 
yard filled up very quickly. Whole families died out—but 
in many eases their relatives came from abroad to re- 
place them. The two day celebration began appropriately 
enough with a procession to the graveyard which is He- 
dera’s shrine. Memorial services were held there for the 
founders of the settlement full now of characteristically 
Palestinian vigorous, healthy young people. 


A shorter, if highly significant, span of years was cel- 
ebrated in April by the Hebrew University at Jerusalem 
which completed sixteen years of steadily growing activity. 
Four new buildings were opened this year for the Rosen- 
bloom Institute of Jewish Studies, the Museum of Jewish 
Antiquities, the new Gymnasium, and the Agricultural 
College at Rehoboth which will give two years of theoret- 
ical instruction in agriculture to farmers and students. 
The University opened with 64 students in 1925 and now 
has over 1,200. It has been rendering much service this 
year to the military authorities, its hygiene and bacterio- 
logy departments having prepared blood test serums for 
the Polish Army and diagnosis serums for the Australian 
Army for typhoid, paratyphoid, disentery and meningitis. 
Under the auspices of the University Hospital six courses 
in tropical and sub-tropical diseases, and an intensive two 
weeks course in wartime surgery and military hygiene 
have been given for English and Australian Medical Of- 
ficers. The internationa] character of the University fac- 
ulty is attested to by the appointment of a former Italian 
professor to a fellowship in legal research endowed by 
the Jewish Lawyers Association of Palestine, and by the 
granting of fellowships in cancer research to four promis- 
ing young Jewish scientists, including a German woman, 
an Italian, a Pole who lectured in Switzerland, and an- 
other who lectured at the University of Warsaw. 


There has been a trend towards substituting local pro- 
ducts for imports in the artistic field as well as the in- 
dustrial. The Orchestra has with great success played an 
original Palestinian symphony by the distinguished Pales- 
tinian musician, Ben Chaim; Habima has produced a new 
Biblical drama by a Palestinian, “Michal, Daughter of 
Saul” by A Ashman. A Hebrew imitation of the low- 
priced British Penguin books has been unusually success- 
ful, and Rauschning, Krivitsky and other world famous 
current books have been running into a few editions within 
a very short time. 
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Correspondence 





Colonization in Australia 


The Editor 
JEWISH FRONTIER 


The article by Mr. C. Hartley Grat- 
tan in the January issue of JEWISH 
Frontier reached me here only now. 
It seems advisable to put aside the 
socio-political remarks of Mr. Grat- 
tan—particularly because he is pre- 
pared to concede that objections of 
this kind can be overcome—and to 
concentrate on the “natural obstacles 
to the success of the Kimberley pro- 
ject.” From the sphere of more or less 
reliable prophesy we, then, proceed to 
the secure field of facts. 

I was a little amazed to read that 
“it has not yet been made clear just 
where in the Kimberley District it is 
proposed to establish the Jewish set- 
tlement.” It serves no purpose to 
speak of the Kimberleys in general, 
an area which covers no less than 
135,000 square miles. The “Freeland 
League” has had from the beginning a 
specific region in mind—the East 
Kimberley province—an inland area 
of about 7 million acres, between the 
Ord and Victoria Rivers, the first sta- 


tion, Ivanhoe, being 50 miles south of 
Wyndham. This area belongs on a 
lease-hold to the company Connor, 
Doherty & Durack which is prepared 
to relinquish its leases to a Jewish 
Colonization Society. It is the only 
area I have visited for several weeks 
in 1939, and have toured many hun- 
dreds of miles, in company of exper- 
ienced men. The physical and climatic 
conditions there seem to be very suit- 
able for a_ scientifically prepared 
large-scale settlement, and for a bal- 
anced economy embracing pastoral, 
agricultural, and secondary industries. 
This will have to be confirmed by a 
special expert commission, should the 
Australian Federal Government give 
its approval. 

The Kimberleys in general and the 
area in question are no more terra in- 
cognita. In the Legislative Assembly 
of Western Australia, on November 8, 
1939, Mr. F. Wise, Minister for Lands 
and for many years the tropical ad- 
viser for agriculture in Queensland 
and Western Australia, delivered a 
speech on the investigations made by 


several commissions in the North West 
since 1901. All their reports, the 
last of which was submitted by myself 
in July 1939, came to the same conclu- 
sion. “The area remained for many 
reasons undeveloped, but it can be de- 
veloped and transformed into an asset 
to the country by means of a system- 
atic and vigorous plan of coloniza- 
tion.” 

No artificial pictures of the Durack 
country should be drawn, if only be- 
cause of the great responsibility plac- 
ed on the shoulders of any Jewish col- 
onization body. But the following 
seems to be the real picture of the 
land: “A plateau 500-600 feet high, 
of dark soil, sweeping down to plains 
of ancient alluvial soils, eroded by 
swift rivers and watercourses, drench- 
ed by 26 inches of monsoonal rain 
each year. The subtropical sun warms 
the wet, fertile earth; it produces cer- 
eals, vegetables and pastures as rapid- 
ly as any in Australia. Tall, waving 
grasses, flocks of cockatoos and Kan- 
garoos, streams filled with fish and 
crocodiles, thickets of cypress pines, 
ironwood and bloodwood trees.” I sub- 
scribe to every word in this descrip- 
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tion after visiting the region which 
has nothing in common with the nat- 
ure and prospects of Wyndham and 
the coastline in general. 

M. P. Durack is the man whom Mr. 
Grattan mentions. This is what Mr. 
Durack, who spent most of the last 54 
years in that area, stated on December 
14, 1939, in the Sydney Morning 
Herald. “I am convinced that it is a 
country for white men who are pre- 
pared to work hard. If Jewish people 
go there with the right spirit, they 
must succeed. If I live, I should be 
glad to give new settlers any advice I 
can.” And he went on: “Sydney 
people probably think that we in the 
Kimberleys live in a desert. That is 
fantastic. In all the 54 years I have 
been associated with the area, we have 
never had a drought. The rainfall is 
reliable, and water is available for ir- 
rigation. As for heat, the weather in 
Sydney last week just about bowled 
me out. We have nothing as bad as 
that in the middle of summer.” 


As for health, let me quote only Sir 
James Barrett’s, the former Chancel- 
lor of the University of Melbourne, re- 
port in 1938. Speaking on tropical 
Queensland with a more or less similar 
climate to Kimberley, he writes: “The 
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population increases faster than in the service interconnect all parts of Aus- 


rest of Australia. The birthrate is 
higher, the death rate (and especially 
the infantile death rate) is less than in 
the whole non-tropical Australia.” I 
may also quote the opinion of Profes- 
sor J. A. Prescott, the famous head of 
the Agricultural Research Institute in 
Adelaide, who himself visited the Dur- 
ack country and described it in Aug- 
ust 1937. In a letter to me on March 
1940, he wrote: “I have no doubt that 
Europeans could adapt themselves to 
such climatic conditions . . . The Dur- 
ack country is exceptionally well plac- 
ed with respect to the distribution of 
useful soils.” Similar are the views of 
the leading professors Dr. G. L. Wood 
(Melbourne) and R. D. Watt (Syd- 
ney). Despite the rather primitive 
methods of living, there were no ser- 
ious indigenous diseases or malaria. 


One word about the isolation of the 
Kimberleys. I remember the thrilling 
experience when one day—in the 
midst of the vast and lonely grassland 
—an aeroplane descended, bringing 
letters and newspapers from the cities. 
It was symbolic of the future possibil- 
ities of that place. There is no real 
isolation even now when wireless at 
every station, aeroplanes and the ship 


tralia. Isolation would gradually dis- 
appear when after the war, the vast 
number of military aeroplanes would 
be released to civil aviation and cheap 
air transport. But the Kimberley isol- 
ation today is not a liability but an 
asset to the aims of a Jewish coloniza- 
tion; it is good to be far away from 
the cities and to start the pioneering 
work “from scratch.” 


Of course, the settlers will have to 
face a thousand and one difficulties 
and worries, but this lies in the very 
nature of any colonization. A new 
type of tropical houses would have to 
be built; fortunately, there are timber, 
basalt, limestone, sand and brick-clay 
sufficient for building, fencing and 
roadmaking. The settlers would organ- 
ize their working day during the hot 
months in accordance with a scientific- 
ally thought out time-table. New cul- 
tural standards will be introduced on 
the basis of community life and coop- 
erative work. The difficulties of open- 
ing up new country can be over- 
come in our epoch, given the means of 
science, planning, labor, capital and 
strong human determination. 

Every attempt of great colonization 
in Australia, and everywhere in the 
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world, met at the beginning with 
wholesale condemnation or a sceptical 
attitude. Every province in South 
Australia, Queensland and Western 
Australia had been colonized in spite 
of being condemned as “poor coun- 
try,” until they had become flourishing 
areas of civilization. It is to be hoped 
that the future fate of the North West 
of Australia will be the same. 


I. N. Srernsere, 
Sydney, Australia. 


The Editor 
JEWISH FRONTIER 


Through the courtesy of Dr. I. N. 
Steinberg’s daughter I have today re- 
ceived a copy of a letter he has ad- 
dressed to you about my article “Col- 
onization in Australia.” In her cover- 
ing letter Mrs. Siegel quoted her 
father as writing to her “I do not 
think Mr. Grattan had any desire to 
destroy the scheme in principle; he 
only wished to draw attention to some 
of the difficulties that must necessarily 
arise.” A rereading of my article will 
bear out Dr. Steinberg’s impression 
and a careful reading of his letter to 
JEWISH FRONTIER in comparison with 
my article will make it clear that he 
has accepted many of my objections 
and suggestions as entirely valid. He 
says, in effect, that he sees the diffieul- 
ties I pointed out and will deal with 
them in the ways I suggested. 


When I wrote my article—which, as 
you can testify, was a good while be- 
fore it was printed—I did not know 
where in the Kimberleys it was pro- 
posed to make the settlement. I subse- 
quently got a clearer idea. Many of 
my remarks applied to the area in 
general which is huge and may or may 
not apply to the selected area Dr. 
Steinberg mentions. I based my re- 
marks not on the hasty observations 
of a traveller but on documentary 
sources of recognized worth, injecting 
the personal note only to convey what 
I still feel was an accurate impression 
of the Cambridge Gulf. It is true that 
there are pockets of good country in 
the sparsely settled northern portion 
of Australia and Dr. Steinberg has 
apparently chosen one of them. But I 
would call to the attention of your 
readers that he has not chosen a para- 
dise and that no responsible Austra- 
lian writer, whether expert or not, has 
failed to emphasize the tremendous 
difficulties settlers even in favored 
areas will confront. 

I regret that I did not have an op- 
portunity to go into the matter while 
in Australia during September and 
October of last year. I mentioned the 
project to one or two friends and they 
said, by way of conversation, that the 
position I outlined seemed quite cor- 
rect and that my views were favorable 
to the project as compared with some 
expressed by Australians with exper- 
ience in the north. 

C. Hartuey GRATrAn. 
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League for 


National Convention 

The National Convention of the 
League for Labor Palestine will be 
held on May 23, 24 and 25 in Phila- 
delphia. The Convention will open on 
Friday evening, May 23, with a Com- 
munity Supper and Oneg Shabbat 
program, at which Hayim Greenberg, 
"7 editor of the JEwisH FRONTIER, will 
be the main speaker. 

The proceedings of the Convention 
will be continued on Saturday after- 
noon and through Sunday. On Satur- 
day evening, a public forum will be 
held with a number of prominent 
speakers on subjects relating to Labor 
Palestine and Jewish life in America. 


Geverkshaften in Philadelphia 
The Philadelphia League chapter re- 
ports satisfactory progress in Geverk- 
shaften work. Dr. L. Levitt, chairman 
of the Geverkshaften Campaign Com- 
mittee already reported a substantial 
increase over that of last year. 
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Summer Seminar 

The Summer Seminar of the League 
will this year be concentrated in a 
two-week period with an intensive 
course on Labor Palestine. Reserva- 
tions for the two-week seminar will be 
accepted only for such league mem- 
bers and friends of Labor Palestine 
who can take the full course which 
will be offered. A detailed program 
will be published shortly, featuring 
the subjects and instructors. The sem- 
inar will most likely be held at Unser 
’ Camp, Highland Mills, N. Y. 


Choral Society 

The Choral Society of the League 
will hold its Third Annual Concert on 
Sunday evening, May 18, at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania in New York. The pro- 
gram will feature a variety of Pales- 
tinian songs and instrumental music, 
with the participation of a number of 
guest artists. Abraham Soltes is the 
director of the Choral Society, Isadore 
Burkowsky, pianist, and Channah 
Amsterdam, soloist. Tickets (50¢ and 














CEJWIN for Boys 


for Girls CAMPS 


Port Jervis, N. Y. 
22 SUCCESSFUL SEASONS 


Ideal Jewish Camps 


Land and water sports, aesthetic activities, 
cultural influences. Sabbath observance. 
Operated on a non-commercia! basis. 

Send for Descriptive Booklet. 
Rates: $175 for season; shorter 
periods proportionately. 


A. P. SCHOOLMAN, Director 
125 East 85th St., N. Y. C. 

















Labor Palestine 


75¢) are now available at the League 
office—275 Seventh Avenue. WAtkins 
9-5288. 


Publications 

“Histadrut in Wartime” is the title 
of a pamphlet which has just been 
published by the League. In this very 
informative pamphlet, Israel Meremin- 
ski, the author, describes very vividly 
the accomplishments of the Histadrut 
within the last 20 years, the problems 
it faces today, and the methods adopt- 
ed for the solution of these problems. 
The pamphlet will sell at 5¢ per copy, 
with reductions on bundle orders. 
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Measure the IHIGNESS.. 
Feel the COMFORT. 


OF THE ROOMIEST AND FINEST- 
RIDING FORD CARS EVER BUILT! 


Compare roominess in this year’s 
cars, and you find the Ford first 
in its field for passenger space. 
Test riding quality, and you find 
a soft and quiet new Ford ride 
that is a revelation to owners. 


Lift the hood, and you find in the 
Ford the only 8-cylinder engine 
in the low-price field, now finer 
and more efficient than ever. 





Check on economy, and you find 
that official AAA records show 
Ford first in its class in the 1941 
Gilmore-Grand Canyon 
Economy Run! 


Look into mechanical quality, and 
you find that the big Rouge 
plant has never before built sc 
much money’s worth into a car. 
No matter what you’re driving 
now, if you’re buying a new car, 
be sure to see this Ford. Drive 
it, and ask yourself if so little 
money ever bought so much car 
as Ford buyers are getting now! 


GET THE FACTS AND YOU'LL GET A FORD! 
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